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THEOLOGICAL DEPARTMENT. 


| ing the dissentions that have distpact- 
i° the church 

It is too much the fashion of the day The principal charges that have 
to asperse the character of our au- | been preterred against the adopted 
thorized version of the Scriptures. 
Biblical critics, who find that a few 
words and phrases have been in 
serted in the text upon evidence 
which they pronounce tnsuthicent— 
and refined theologists, whose sensi- 
tive feelings shrink at the sound of a 
double superlative, or a mode of ex- 
pression which happens to militate 
with the canons of grammar, have || is necessary to notice them, to pro- 
made the wonderful discovery, that | tect the faith of the wave ving, and to 
1} 


Remarks on a New Translation of the Bible 


| version, are, that its text as ¢ orrupted 
nd ats translation a wide deviates 
| from the sense and beauty of the ori 
Hyinal.  ltmay see ‘m hardly worth the 
while to re ply lo obye ctions so clear 
futile and so evidently advanced with- 
j out adue consideration of the conse- 
| quences; yet, as they are cl unorously 
adduced and insidiously circulated, it 


our translation does not give a fauith- |) crush the eflorts of the mfidel to sub- 
tal representation of the inspired ori-|| vert the very fundamentals of Chris- 
einals, and is deticient in the re qui-|}tiamty. Indeed, few methods could 
sites essential to its correct under- | be invented which are more ethea- 
standing. Nor are obje clions confined || cious for unsettling and distrac ting 
to these. Names of authority and ‘the mind of an anxious inquirer, than 
weight in the sacred cause are to be || the bold assertion, that the Book 
found among the advocates for anew | whic h we receive as the basis of our 
translation; asserting that the im- | hopes is so replete with human false- 
mense accessions, made both to our |, hoods and human inventions that the 
erlical and philologi ical apparatus, || light of divine truth is obscured, and 
the advancement of critical acumen, | the precepts of the word of God 
and the treasures of literature sub- | theretore of uncertam obligation. But 
sequently collected, have opened i with a grateful feeling to our Heaven- 
sources of intelligence for a revisal |iy Benelactor, be it spoken, such al- 
chat would ensure a version more to) legattons are without support—-and 
ve relied on for the refutation of er- |! it can be undeniably aflirmed that the 
cor, and more authoritative for quiet- Scriptures have suffered nv more in 
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théir descent to our hands than com- || 


mon and classic authors. 

The works of Lactantius, tt is well 
known, have not come down to us 
without considerable variations of 
reading in diflerent manuscripts.— 


anslauion of the Bible 


DECEMBER, 
The other argument, objectors al- 
\lege in favour of a new translation, 
is, that there are false renderings and 
mistakes in the present one, of such 
magnitude as te delace the sense and 
furaish the sceptic with his most for- 





These diflerences are not important, 
and were doubtless produced by the | 
negligence or misunderstanding of | 
copyists. 
materially affect the sense nor de- 
stroy the perspicuity and force of any 
argument. 
cred writings. The wide diffusion 
of Christianity created a demand for 
the works which gave a relation of its 
founder and his disciples, and in pro- 
portion to the multiplication of copies, 


midable weapons. 
These instances of incorrect ren- 
| derings have been from time to time 





The y certainly do not ! igiven to us by commentators and in- 


| 


Thus it is with the sa- | 


| 
| 


terpreters; but of late they have been 
collected bya Mr.We myss in England, 
and published in alarge volume, with 
a view to the illustration of the pas- 
sages obscured. Upon acareful and 
diligent comparison of the proposed 
-emendation with the defective 
phrases, one could hardly fail to be 


. the stronger the probability that va- } convinced both ofthe feebleness of the 
‘ie riations in the reading, of words and | cavils and the accuracy, fidelity, and 
; 4 syllables, would sometimes occur, | attention of King James's translators. 
Pk either through the inadvertence or] If these qualities, which have been 
: 


ignorance of transcribers. Nor can 
it be denied, that some manuscripts 
have been designedly corrupted. 

The integrity of the text, however, 

remains enure. All the varieties of 
reading collected by Griesbach do not 
endanger one pa article of truth. Nor 
will one iota of the good man’s hope 
be lost by them. ‘Not any article 
of faith,” says Dr. Brett, “ not any 
‘doctrine or duty, any promise or 
threatening, has been affected there- 

by, or rendered precarious by any va- 
rious reading or corruption ; for most 
of the various readings cause little 
difference in the sense.”” The text 
of the English version of the New 
Testament was taken princ ipally 
from the edition of Beza. The text 
of Beza is not lable to any well 
grounded charge of imaccuracies or 
corruption; though so faras Griesbach 
has improved the text of his edition, 

by the help of a more extended col- 

lation of manuscripts, so far that of 
our translation nay be faulty. But, to 
repeat the assertion, not one article of 
faith, not one moral precept is obscur- 
ed or perverted, but the integrity of 
the text of our translation remains un- 


shaken. 











| resolved. 


enumerated, viz. accuracy, fidelity, 
and attention to the spirit and letter of 
the original, together with true prety 
and solid learning, constitute the es- 
sential requisites for a work of such 
importance, it may be shown that they 
were possessed in no small degree by 
these persons. That the age in which 
they lived was distinguished for biblt- 
cal learning cannot be disputed ; 1n- 
deed it would be hardly eclipsed by 
the united talent and erudition of the 
present, were a just and faithful pa- 
rallel of their respective merits drawn 
and exhibited, 

It cannot be affirmed, however. 
that the Bible is incapable of improve- 
ment. Nor can it be demed that 
some advantages might follow from a 
revision. But whether the emenda- 
tions substituted would exceed the 

‘confusion and detriment that might be 
produced, is a diiliculiy not easily 
For what required securi- 
ity could modern divines and critics 
|furnish against the probability of the 
occurrence of mistakes and absurdi- 
ties equally objectionable! What 
stronger pledge could they give toi 
quieting apprehensions that their re- 


| 
‘ligious preyadices might prevuil ever 
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their sober judgments ? Could they |! ble, in the very words in which it 
divest themselves ofa bigotted attach- || now stands, from our fathers. We 
ment to theological systems with such | have learned m ny passages by heart 
readiness and facility, that the phra- | from our infaney. We find it quoted 
seology of their version would be un- || In sermons from the earliest to the 











foe 





tunctured by any infusions of predi- 
lection? Would the malicious cavils 
of the sc eptic be effectually silenced 
and the fancied triumphs of the inti- 

del be ended’? And what reasons are 
there for the assumption that the 
public mind would be disposed to ac- 
quiesce in the undertaking by the re- 

commendation of interested ecclesi- 

wstics, and thus a general favor and 
approbation ensured to the result of 


their labours ? It is not requisite, to |) 


the conviction of the excellence of 
our received translation, to give ; 
history of its origin and completion. 
It is generally known that the persons 
commissioned were the most eminent 
tor piety and learning, that certain 
rules were prescribed, which they 
were enjoined caretully to observe, 
and that every measure was adopted | 
to obtain a work that should be, as 
much as possible, exempt from the 
characteristic of all human undertak- 
ings. Upon its publication, all other 
versions fell into disuse, and though 
the arm of regal authority was not 
stretched out to enforce ut, it made 
its Way by general consent, and has 
become the bulwark of the faith of 
thousands. 

Were the arguments favourable to a 
revision of our version so cogent as 
Archbishop Newcome has represent- 


ed them, the exrpedienc y of the mea- | 


sure is highly questionable. [tis not 
expedient, unless it be nec essary. 


‘The necessity cannot be asserted un- 


til it ts satisfactorily demonstrated 
that the mistakes are so considerable 
as to deprive Christianity of much 
important evidence. 


serving the cause of religion,” says 
Knox, * lam convinced that nothing 
would more immediately tend to shake 
the & ith of many worthy believers, 
whose minds are not ripe for the in- 
novation. 


We have received the Bi- 


‘* Instead of 


latest times; so that ats phrase is be- 
come tumbar to our ear, and we 
jcease to be startled by apparent dif- 
ificulues. Let all this be called pre- 
Judie e; but it asa preyndice which 
huntversally prevails in the middle and 
lowe r ranks; and we should hardly 
irecognise the Bible, were tt read in 
jour churches in any other words than 
fathers have heard 


those which our 
‘ before ns.”’ 

But forbearing to urge the attach- 
iments formed by prejudice, | cannot 
help thinking that the present trans- 
\ lation ought to be retained in the 

church, for its intrinsic beauty and ex- 

ice ‘llence. We have had several spect- 
| mens of a new one by very learned 
| divines, which are curious; but I will 
! venture to say that they approac h not 
to the majesty, sublimity, and force of 
ithe old translation. A reader , after 
‘going through them, will not, upon 
‘the whole, receive so lasting an im- 
| pression, as from the old, with all its 
‘unperfections, And from the gene- 
ral etlects of works like these, their 
excellence and utility must be esti 
| mated. 











|| ‘Phe poetical passages of Scripture 
} 


are peculiarly pleasing in the pre- 
sent version. The language, though 
it is simple and natural, is rich and 
ie xpressive, Solomon’s Sony, difficult 
as it is to be interpreted, may be 
| read with delight, even if we attend 
‘to little else but the brilliancy of the 
diction; and it is a circumstance 
which increases its grace, that it ap- 
pears to be quite unstudied. The 
Psalms, as well as the whole Bible, are 
literally rendered, and yet the transla- 
tion abounds with passages exquiste- 
ly beautiful. Even where the sense 
is not very clear, nor the connexion 
of ideas obvious at first sight, the 
mind is soothed and the ear ravished 
with the powerful vet unaffected 
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charms of the style. [tis not,tindeed, 

necessary to enlarge on the excellen- | 
cies of the translation in general ; for 
its beauties are such as to be recog- 
nised more by feeling than descrip- || 
tion; and it must be owned, that they 
have been powerfully felt by the ma- 
jority of readers ever since the first 

edition. In many a cottage and farm- 
house, where the Bible and Prayer- 
Book constitute the library, the sweet 
songs of Israel, and the entertaining 
histories of Joseph and bis brethren, 

of Saul and Jonathan, constitute a 
never-failing source of heart-felt 
pleasure. 


With regard to the impropricty of 


appointing a new translation, | shall 
confidently say, that innovations of this || 
kind are of the highest importance, 
and may probably be attended with |! 
the most violent convulsions. They |} 
ought, therefore, 
only where there is an absolute neces- 
sity for them, and after the maturest 
deliberation. H. 





TEMPTATION. 


Messrs. Editors: My attention was 
vag forcibly arrested by a Sermon 
on Temptation, by the Rey. Daniel 
Wilson, the present Minister of Bed- 
ford Row Chapel, London—a ptous, 
bold, and eloquent preacher of the 
truth as itis in Jesus. As his volume 
of Sermons is probably in the hands 
of few of your readers, | would beg 
you, when you have a page to spare, 
to insert the following extracts from 
the sermon alluded to, inthe Reper- 
tory. I would God, it were so, that 
mine eyes had never to see, nor mine 
ears hear of events calculated to 
show or to enforce the solemn and 
awakening truths of these extracts ! 


The preacherthus impressiv ely states |) 


the consequences of temptation : 
“They are often dreadful. W hy 
should | display to you the garden of 
Eden, and all the endless woe which 
temptation there produced? Why 
should [ remind you of Noah, Lot, 





On Temptation 


to be attempted || 


DELCUMBLE 


pe Sampson?) Why of Abraham or 

of Moses? Why of David or of So- 
|lomon ? ) Why of Hezekiah or of 
Peter’? Where can we look around 
1s without seeing the wrecks and 
ragments of the storm on the surface 
jofthe waves? What has not human 
t}| corruption, excited by temptation, 
] 


done? What sin has it not occasion 
ed? What havock has it not made, 
cand is it not making, in the world ’ 
| What imperfections and scandals does 
‘it not introduce into the Church ? 
|How many apparently devout and 
‘holy men, how many eminent and use- 
ful ministers, has it not overthrown ? 
How soon are the best Christians mis- 
| led and blinded, when they place 
themselves within the reach of tempt- 
oar How rapidly, and yet how 
crafuly, does satan spread his snares 
land decoy the soul? Where, where 
‘can we turn without shame and affiic- 
‘tion? Who can look into his own 
|heart without trembling for himself ? 
Who can cast an eye on the state of 
‘the Church without being filled with 
grief? How many, like Lot’s wife, 
stand as monuments of the deceitful- 
ness and power of temptation? The 
very name of it makes an humble and 
observant Christian shudder with the 
recollection of what he has himself 
suffered in past conflicts, and under 
the impression of the danger to which: 
he is still exposed.” 
1 was much struck with the preach 
: remarks on the hour of tempta- 





er’s 
ton. 

‘The prayer, (lead us not into 
‘temptation) implies that God would 
i be pleased to serve us in that hour 
|which is called in scripture the hour 
of temptation ; in that crisis when 
‘temptation arises to its greatest 
|height: when preceding negligence 
‘and repeated attacks have given it 
jan accumulated force ; and when 


. 


concurring circumstances aid its last 
and fearful assault. Then the enemy 





cometh in like a flood, solicitations 
‘to some fleshly lust, some sensual, 








Ncoavetous, or ambitious project, or te 


























22. 


some act dishonorable to God, and 
destructive to the purity and peace 
ofthe soul, have perhaps been long 
and secretly at work. The chris- 
tian’s resolutions have been insensi- 
bly weakened. — His imagination has 
been inflamed with the desire of 
attaining the sintul object. His fi- 
delity and constancy have been shak- 


en. Atlength the temptation comes, | 


his judgment i is obscured, his will ts 
unstable, his affections are engaged 
by forbidden objects: thus shrouded |, 
in darkness and misguided by con- 
cupiscence, he is entangled in snares, 
or exposed to perils, trom which a 
miracle of grace can alone extricate 
him. In these circumstances, the 
hour of temptation may be said to 
have arrived ; now it presses hard 
upon his soul, now /ust hath coneeiv- 
ed and is bringing forth sin. Into 
this state of imminent danger, there- 
fore, we pray we may never be per: || 
mitied to fall. We beg of God to 
keep us from the first approaches 
to it; to search and try our hearts, 
to give us the light of his spirit, that 
we may perceive our real state ; 


that we may cut off the offending! 


right hand, or pluck out the offend- 
ing right eye ; that our souls may es- 
cope as a bird out of the snare of the 
towler ; that the snare may be broken, 
and we may be delivered.” 

The preacher thus enforces the 
necessity of christian vigilance, and 
resolves two cases of conscience. 
Both topics are important, and both 
merit the serious attention of your 
readers. But | would beg their at- 
tention, particularly that of your 
younger readers, to the last of them : 

**As to christian vigilance, the 
prayer of the text implies, says/| 
Mr. Wilson, the need of watchtul- 
ness, 
into temptation. ‘To pray not to be 
Jed into temptation, and then to rise 
irem our knees and live negligently, 
and without a holy vigilance, is a 
mockery of God. We solemnly bind 
ourselves by prayer, to do all in our 


Un Temptation. 


Watch and pray lest ye enter 


io 


power to attain the blessings we sup 
ipheate. .We must pray, as though 
je ery thing depended on God alone, 
) and nothing could be done by us + 
jand we must watch, as though all 
rested upon our personal diligence, 
‘foes God without would neither bring 
jus help, nor grant us the victory. 
| The grace of God enables his ser 

vants to wi/l and to do of hes good 
pleasure ; but he works by means, 
| by exciting our own activity, and by 
que kening us to humility and wateh- 
fulne ‘s8, He that vs Cio 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one 
toucheth him not.’ 

‘Every christian, then, must be 
‘vigilant ; he must deal with bis heart 
(as aman  Wwoubd act towards a servant 
‘whom he believed, upon credible 
‘information, to be secretly untathtul. 
‘He must watch as a sentinel on his 
post, who knows that dangers are 
‘near, and that ifthe solder sleeps the 
‘enemy may safely make lis attack, 

He must therefore walk circ vinspectly, 
\keep vnder his body, and brin: xy it onto 
isubjection, and even the up- 

i pearance of evil. Hie must be sober 
and tempe rate in all things, that Avs 
unto all 





born of 


| 
| 


av ord 





l|moderation may appear 
ll men : he must religiously examine 
| even the things which seem the 
jmost safe ; he must take the alarm 
ithe first moment he perceives any 
leppsebation of sin stealing upon hi- 
mind; he must not im the smallest 
‘thing give pluce to the Devil, but re- 
sist him manfully, stedfast tn the 
| faith.” 

| ‘And here a reply may be given te 
two cases of conseience : young per- 
| sons sometimes ask whether they may 
from eurtosity, read occasionally suck 
| hooks, or listen to such instructions, or 
| frequent such society, as they are a- 
ware may have a tendency to corrupé 
\their minds from the simplicity af 
I scriptural truth and christian obedi- 
‘ence? ‘The obvious answer is, no, 
lunless a very clear call of duty de- 
mands it of you. It must not be 
done to gratify curiosity, but to ful- 
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fil some positive obligation ; and as 
such calls of duty are very rare, it 
can rarely be lawful for yeu thus to 
expose yourself. Shall a person in 
tender health intrast himself to an 
infected atmosphere ! shall we ven- 
ture to walk on to the very edge of 
the precipice? shall we try how 
much poiwon our constitution will sus- 
tain ? shall we prefer a mixture of 
unwholesome food to the unadulter- 
ated milk of the word / can we hope 
that God wili keep us from tempta- 
tion, if we rush into it of ourselves ? 
are we not too weak, far too weak, 
to tamper with error, to trust our- 
selves to listen to its syren voice, or 
to covet, spontaneously, and with a- 
lacrity, suspicious gratifications / 

* But you reply, that you wish to 
prove all things, that you may hold fast 
that whichis good. If this be indeed 
the simple truth, the case is some- 
what altered ; you no longer read the 
book, or hear the discourse, or en- 
ter the supposed society, from cu- 
riosity, but from the honest desire 
of knowing, that you may obey the 
truth. Be on your guard, however, 
lest you deceive yourself in this 
supposition. The probability is, that 
you know the truth in its main 
branches already, and therefore that 
you have no real plea for such ha- 
zardous pursuit of further knowledge; 
conscience tells you this; and yet 
you remain unsatisfied. Beware of 
a fastidious taste, lest you mistake 
morbid delicacy for refinement of 
mind ; the healthful appetite does not 
pine after luxuries and variety; stand 
fast in the faith, be not carried about 
with divers and strange doctrines, 
avoid foolish questions and contentions 
as unprofitable and vain. 

** But you say that the instructions 
which you wish to hear, are reported 
to have many excellencies, and to con- 
tain at least a large mixture of truth. 
Perhaps we may reply, so much the 
worse. The tempter may be trans- 


formed into an angel of light ; the}! 


Ou Temptation. 


DECEMBER, 


some nourrshment. There would be 
comparatively little danger to an en- 
lightened mind, in the contemplation 
of gross and unmingled error ; there- 
fore, watch and pray; no one can tell 
jwith what tant he may rise from 
/reading a book, or listening to a dis- 
‘course, which causes to err from 
‘the ways of righteousness. No one 
can tell but he may thereby grieve 
the spirit of God, and provoke him to 
| give him up tolas own heart's lust, 
jand to let him follow his own devices. 
Let ho one presume to amuse him- 
= with deviations from the truth, 
lest he be fuund to trifle with God.” 

‘But a second case may be pro- 
posed : may I occasionally resort to 
the company cnd amusements of some- 
what worldly persons? Uf indispen- 
sable duty throws you into their so- 
ciety, you must submit to it as the 
jwill of God ; to prefer their compa- 
“ny, is an unquestionable indication of 
‘a worldly spirit; you thereby run 
unnecessarily into temptation, you 
quench the spirit, you lose your time, 
you expose your imagination and 
thoughts to be corrupted, you open 
the way for other allurements, you 
likewise encourage others in a world- 
ly course, you indispose yourself for 
prayer and devotion, you lower 
your standard of piety, and are in dan- 
ger of declining trom God. Nay, the 
very inquiry shows that you have al- 
‘ready begun to dechne from him. 
' How can a christian, who occasional- 
ly frequents the diversions and plea- 
isures of the world, be said to do all 
things, both in word und deed, in the 
name of the Lord Jesus? How can 
the redeem the time, walk circuin- 
| spectly, escape from conformity to this 
world, and be transformed in the re- 
newing of his mind? A christian 
ought to have no taste for the world, 
no relish for the husks, so to speak, 
which the swine do eat. His heart 
should be fixed on Jesus, on duty, 
and on heaven. He ought to have 

















his affections devoted to God; does 


poison may be mixed up with whole- |! he pray, not to be led into temptation. 
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and shall he wilfully rush into it? He || formed workd, there lurks that which 
has by naturea powertul bias towards || God hates ; and which will, as surely, 
earthly things; shall he run the risk |) though it may be silently and imper- 
of augmenting uu?) = He has a traitor- ik eptibly, blight his graces and mar 
ous heart; shall he allow it to parley | | bis comlorts—ruim him, as a contact 
with the enemy’ He has much dit: | /with the more offensive pollution of 
fealty im making any progress to- | the utterly abandoned. 
wards heaven ; shall he increase the There is unquestionably much true 
difficulty > tle professes to run the jynely to be toad at the present day, 
race of his high calling; shall he vo- pe rhaps more than in many of the 
luntarily turn aside trom that course ? | ages that are past. The spirit that 
He professes to lay aside every jis abroad among men, shows itself m 
weight ; shall he burden himself with ithe general and united efforts that are 
additional impediments? He says he || making by means of Sunday schools, 
wishes to grow im grace; shall he | Bible und missionary societies, thee- 
stop in his progress! He appears to ‘logical seminaries, to show, both te 
have put his hand to the plough ; shall ‘the people around us, and to all the 
he look back 7” lends of the earth, the salvation of 
1 must here stop with my extracts) God. May sueh eflorts spread, mal- 
from this valuable sermon ; though | ply, be crowned with success! But 
could gladly employ myself an tean- | the kingdom of satan, in none of its 
scribing, for your readers, the whole “de partments, 1s to be invaded with- 
of it. Lam persuaded that accurate Hout resistance—without reprisal,— 
thinking upon this subject is rare ;|| ‘lL here is a scepticism on this subject 
and right practice more so. lo the | in the human heart—the heart even 
Christianity of this our day of profes- f of the believing ; but the Bible speaks 
ston, | am afraid there ts not enough | clearly aud decidedly ; let Christians, 
of the spirit of holy watchtulness and the n, those who stand as leaders or 
jer alousy. Socie ty has been of late | as soldiers of the “sacramental host,” 
much improved. Gross vice is asham- || look to it. They have a real, a pow- 
ed to show itself in the politer circles erful, a subtle enemy to contend with. 
of the world. And though the reli | And the fall of a mmister, the mis- 
gion of Jesus, in its power and spi | carriage of a saint of God—Ch! the 
rituality, has no abiding place there, | | triumph, the gladness that then cir- 
yet, as palpable vice has for the most c ulates through the territories, op 
part been bantshed, Christians begin Jearth and in hell, of the Lord’s dark. 
to think they may venture there with- | minded and eternal enemy! Let him 
out danger. They should be aware || (hat thinketh he standeth, take heed lea 
what they do. Beneath the cold and jhe full. — Yours, 
formal decency of an externally re-| J. RK. W. 





MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT, 


For the Repertory. whom it comes, and especially on ac- 
Letter on Preparation for the Lord’s Supper. |) count of the object for which it is 
Georgetown, Nov. 5, 12. lexpressed, | certainly cannot but 


My Dear Friend: Your sister has |}comp)y with the most readily and 
mentioned to me a desire, expressed || heartily. 
im your letter to her, that I should}; Sincerely do [| rejoice that your 
write to you on the subject of your | attention and anxiety are directed to- 
participating in the communion of the | ward the salvation of your soul; and 
Lord’s Supper. This is a desire, |e: irnestly do IT pray that the Hol 
which, on account of the one from || Spirit may so lead you, and so sanctily 
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you, that you may walk inthe way 
everlasting, and be ‘meet for the 
inheritance of the Saints in light.”’ 

i hope, my dear friend, you have set 
about the subject of religion with all 
your heart, knowing that it must be 
made, not the secondary object of 
your pursuit, but the great business 
of your life; and determined to be, 
by the grace of God, a thorough- 
going Christian, swearing merciless 
hostility to all sin, and ** laying aside 
every weight, and the sin which doth 
easily beset you, that you may run 
with patience the race that is set be- 
iore you.”’ Before | enter upon the 
special subject of this letter, let me 
exhort you to look alway unto Jesus 
to be the author and finisher of your 


faith ; depend upon ‘the Holy Ghost | 


to enlighten, guide, and sanctify you, 


and habitually employ the reading of | 


the Holy Scriptures and secret prayer 
us the principal means of growing in 
grace and in the knowledge of Christ. 

With regard to the Lord’s Supper, | 

be careful in the first place that you 
understand what it is, and what is tts | 
intention. You know that it was in- 
stituted in remembrance of the love 
of Christ and his atonement. Its 
primary intention therefore is com- 
memorative; but it is also a seal of 
that covenant by which we became 
his disciples; that is, a seal or confir- 
mation of that agreemeat which every 
true disciple, either formally or in- 
formally makes, wherein he surren- 


ders himself to be the servant of 
Christ, and takes Christ to be the|! 
The Lord’s| 


Saviour of his soul. 
Supper is also a great mean of grace, 
in Which all the true disciples coming 
with due preparation, may expect a 
yenewal and increase of divine assist- 
ance. Bui obsesve paruculurly, it 
is not the ordinance by which we 
have reason to expect to le made 
Christians, but by which, betng Chrés- 
tlans, we May expect tu be increased 
mn the graces of the Christian ¢ha- 
racter. Balin your desire to becou 
acommuutcunt, and to know whether 
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you onght now to be, it is best that | 
should devote the most part of my 
paper to a statement of what 1 con- 
sider preparation for the Lord’s Sup- 
per. 

In the first place, I consider it a 
very erroneous opinion, that any one 
of good moral character, who is mere- 
ly seriously disposed and desirous of 
becoming a Christian, may properly 
hecome a communicant. We read 
that none but such as professed to be 
the disciples of Christ received the 
sacrament trom Him; and from the 
prime intention of its institution, that 
it should be in remembrance of Him, 
we infer that since none but true peni- 
tents and true believers can be suth- 
ciently aware of his benefits, to re- 
member him with proper sentiments 
and emotions, none but such, and 
therefore none but real Christians, 
| should partake inthis supper. The 
‘same we infer from the truth, that 
the sacrament is a seal of that cove- 

nant which disciples enter into with 
‘their Lord, and therefore an ordi- 
‘nance peculiar to them, since none 
“others can properly be parties in this 
‘covenant. From these last remarks, 
‘you will of course conclude that it is 
|not proper to approach the Lord’s ta- 
| ble for the sake of obtaining religion, 
We must have obtained it previously. 
This sacrament is a channel through 
which grace is conveyed ordinarily 
to those only who come to It, not to 
have the work of religion begun in 
‘them, but to have it increased and 
prefected. 

But | must here remark upon an 
(error of an opposite nature. Some 
‘suppose that the Lord’s supper should 
be confined not merely to the pious, 
but to the very pious—those who are 
old and matured in religion. ‘This 
| Opinion is erroneous ; because, as the 
intention is commemorative, all that 
have hearts to remember, with suita- 
| ole gratitude and love, the suilerings 
jof Christ, are expected to join in the 
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fa -membrance ; and, inasmuch as the 


ordinance is a mean of grace to 





























strengthen and support the weak, it ts 
to be supposed, that if any out of the 
list if true disciples should be select- 
ed as peculiarly proper for the ord- 
nance, they must be the ones whom }, 
this opinion would tend to exclude, 
viz. the weak and young in religion ; | 
those who have but lately entered 
upon the life of fath. Therefore be 
bot prevented from approaching the | 
Lord's table, by any retlections upon | 
the infancy of your piety, and the} 
want of experience and maturity i 
your fath; but if you can satisfy 
yourself that you have the prepara- 
tions that 1 am going to state, be en- 
couraged to come. 

The questions for self-examination 
which | am going to mention, are 
such as, ifanswered in the affirmative, 
will prove your title to the name of 
christian. I make the whole ques- } 
tion, inrelation to the essential prepa- 
ration for the Lord’s supper, to turn 
i the general one, are you a chris- r 
tan? To answer this last question 


| 


; 
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| holy God, 


ithe 


a 


perishing condition, 


| ; 
bg rs 


junio me all ye that are weary and 
heavy laden, and L will give you rest.” 


Have you been brought to true 
’ Hlave you te tt the hate 
hh ive you 


2d. 
repentance 
tulness and vileness of sin 


i been made to hate it ia eve ry shape, 


on account of tts odiousness to the 
and the intrinsic hatetul- 
ness ofits nature? Have you seen it 
in yourown heart, and has it made you 
‘hate, as it were, your own heart, on 
‘account of it? Do you hate sin above 
all things, and desire earnestly to be 
delivered from its pollution and pow- 
er? Repentance is not measured by 
abundance of its tears, nor tried 
by the secnsituveness of one’s feelings : 


but itis Kaown by the aversion of the 


heart to al! that is sinful, and by the 
anxiety of the sinner to be holy and 


| righteous altogether. 


3d. Have you a clear understand- 


ing of the plan of salvation through 


by ftuthin him? When 
your own sinful and 
that you are 


Jesus Christ, 
have telt 


with acc uracy, your attention mus | ,condemne d by the law ot God, and can 


be called to several! subordinate ones, 


| 
give no righteousness of your own to 


which I will now propose for your ideliver yourself from its sentence, 


consideration. 

Have you been brought to an) 
humbling conviction of your sintul- 
ness in the sight of a holy ‘God, so that |/ 


you have perceived that there is no} you delight to adopt 
enabled to come as an unworthy beg- 


health in you, that you are justly hia- 
ble to the curse of the divine law, 


that you have no righteousness of | 


have 
of salvation 


higenciés of Your case | 


ps 


you seen and felt that the 
through 


w ay 


Jesus Christ, is 


‘such an one as exactly suits the ex- 


such an one as 
’ Have you been 


‘without money and without 
to Jesus as your only hope 


tf, 


ce, 


your own to recomme ‘nd you to God, H and Saviour, to obtain hts rizhteous- 


and have great reason for dee p re- 
pentance ? The conviction of sin ts), 
the first step in true religion. He | 
that has not had, and has not habitu- || 
ally an humiliating conviction of his \ 
sinfulness, cannot present the sacriti- | 
ces of God, which “ are abroken and 
contrite heart ;’? he cannot feel his 
need of a Saviour, or rightly receive 
the free offers of mercy in the gos- 
pel. You must be humbled under a 
sense of sin, or you never will feel 
the burden of sin ; and consequently 


never will feel the preciousness of 
these words of our Savtour, ** come 
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‘uess, to cast your sins by faith upon 


the lamb of God, that taketh 
” and do 


1 him ie 
away the sins of the world ; 


| you now think you have some good 


reason to hope that you have found 
| pe ace with God, through the blood of 
Christ? Do you plac e your whole 
confidence in the merits of Christ, for 
pardon and salvation, esteeming your 
own merits as nothing ? 

4th. Have you made an unreserv- 
ed surrender of yourself to God, tak- 
ing Him for your portion, and your 
all ; taking Christ for your Master, and 
giving up yourself to be governed 
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completely by his will? Have you, 
set out to live in newness of life, feel- 
inglike a pilgrim and a stranger here, 
and living for etermty ? Do you feel 
achief delight in the duties and life 
of religion ; and were you sure that 
you would never be punished for an 
opposite course, would you still, of] 
your heart's deliberate ¢ hoice, select 
a religious life for yours’? Do you} 
hunger and thirst afier righteousness, 
and feel constrained by the love of. 
Christ to aim at the fulfilment of all 
his will, and strive for the mastery 
over all your sins ? 

Sth. Lastly, are you desirous of 
taking the sacrament, for one reason 
among others, because you love Je- 
sus Christ ; are you ready, in that or- 
dinance, to make a covenant with him 
to be his; and will you feel bound 
and anxious, afler the reception of the 
sacrament, to adorn your profession 
by a holy life and conversation ! 

These questions, my dear friend, if 
answered in the affirmative, will sct- 
tle the inquiry concerning your Utle 
to the name of Christian. [ft you can 
answerthem tn the aflirmative, though 
vou may do it hesitatingly, you have 
the evidence that you have been born 
again of the Holy Spirit, made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, a child 
God, and an inheriter of the kingdom 
of Heaven. If you can answer them 
affirmatively, then have you the es- 
sential preparation, for an acceptable. 
approach to the table of the Lord, 
because you have the features of a 
disciple of Christ, and the evidences | 
of being of the number of those whom. 
he invited to his supper, and com- 
manded to celebrate it in remem- | 
brance of him. With such eviden-. 
ces of discipleship, itis your duty, in 
ordinary circumstances, to become a 

artaker of the holy communion, and 
Tiaee, if you possess them, you will 
feel constrained to do it. 

Take these questions, and meditate 
closely upon their meaning ; apply 





=) 


them candidly to your heart ; pray to 
be enabled accurately to examine 





judgment, and for heaven. 
| not wergh it too seriously ; you can 
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yourself, and pray the Lord that he 
himself would search you and lead 
you in the way everlasting. The 
question which you have to decide 
of infinite moment ; not only deciding, 
in its answer, your preparation for 
the sacrament, but for death, for 
You can 


not pray over it too frequently ; be 
strict with yourself, make sure work 
of religion at this crisis, beware of 
deception about your religious state. 
I trust that the Lord will accompany 
your meditations, with the sweet tes- 
timony of bis spirit, that you are born 
of Him. But if you should not be 
able now. satisfactorily to answet 
these questions, be not discouraged. 
Think not that you have made no 
progress, because you may not have 
made all that is essential. God may 
have blessed you much, and you may 
have made many important attain- 
nents, though many blessings, and 
some essential attainments, may be 
yet to be gained. Go on examining 
yourself, praying, reading, and striv- 
ing, Ull you attain all the characteris- 
tics of achristian that | have men- 
tioned. ‘+ The path of the just is like 
the die heht which shineth more 
and more unto the pertect day.” If 
you cannot feel prepared for the next 
communion, endeavour to be ready 
for the following. But | hope the 
Lord will lead you to the next, and 
that then, though absent in body, you 
will meet me in spirit, at the table ot 
our common Kedeemer, to celebrate 
the love that redeemed us from hell. 
Be unreserved in communicating 
to me any ditliculies you may have 
in religion, and 1 will always with 
great pleasure endeavour to assist 
you. Yours, &c. PRATER. 





Messrs. Epnrrors: 
The following desultory remarks, were 
thrown together for my own ansuse ment, dur- 
ing a short tour to the Springs. If you think 
them worthy of a place in your miscellany , 
they are at vour service. 
Yours, &c. 


Via ToR. 
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A VISIT TO SARATOGA, TAKE Geonce, any y CVade the mnfected district, united in 
EB ARON the necessary measures. We were 
Prompted by the desire of repairing | ul strangers to each other, and had 
my he alth, by a relaxation trom the | athe ‘rho. preserve: la chgmited St- 
daties of a laborious profession and || le ‘nce ; but now each seemed to lose 
by achange eof climate, | set out |) at once his taciturn form lity, and be- 
about the middle of August last, on a || came quite condescending and loqua- 
visit to the North. In the march of | cious, 
the human mind, that of the body has Here | met with Mr. ——, a re- 
not been neglected ; and by the um- | spectable and intelligent gentleman, 
portant discovery of the appleability | trom Delaware, and recently a mem 
of steam-power to the purpose of | ber of Congress trom that state, By 
navigation, the traveller is now car- || the mutual sympathy of tellow-travel- 
ried forward with wondertul conve- |lers, we soon discovered each others 
mience and expedition to his destina- | destination, and tinding that this and 
tion. Ina shorttime,! found myself} our plan of travelling were sumalar, 
on board the Bellona, moving on its | we readily tell into a mutual mnelina- 
rapid wings, from Brunswick to New || tion to keep each other compan y—an 
York. Emerging from the marshes jine ination which was increased by 
and mists that had hung around us || tarther acquaintance, and which kept 
during the early dawn of morning, we { us together until our return to Phila- 
were soon greeted with the splendid | delphia, where we separated, Has 
prospect of * the great city,” with all | society turned out to be both a very 
its vaunted spires glittering in the agreeable and convement acerdent ; 
sun. The beautiful scene which | tor nothing better beguiles the tedium 
spreads before the eye on approach- | of travelling than good company ; and 
ing New York trom the water, has so | his servant who accompaned him, 
often been seen and described, that || was Inghly usetul to me in taking 
will not mar it by undertaking to de- || care of my baggage, and rendering me 
lineate it anew. Inany services while at the springs. 
The alarm of fever had now com- The steam boat was not to set out 
menced, and we soon saw, on our ap- || until 4 o'clock ; and, not being able 
proach to the city, its sad vestiges in | to procure our dinner ou board, we 
the gloomy stillness that pervaded || were induced to venture up into the 
the lower part of the town. * Phe) city, in quest ofa hotel. Not being 
city that was full of people sat sol- | acquainted with that part of the towa 
tury,” and the place which so latery | which we entered, we proceeded far 
was all life, and bustle, and garety, was | be ‘fore we found one ; and, such is the 
now spread over with the shadow of le ect of iamiliaritty with danger, that 
death. Having no pressing occasion we soon lost that sense of it which 
for entering this empire of death, we | our first apprehensions had excited, 
deemed it proper to run no unneces |) Having a ‘oimplished the object of 
sary risk by so doing, and theretore || our research, we re ‘turned to the boat 
upon our arrival, employed a wher- || in time to take passage up the Hud- 
ry toconvey us directly on board the || son. ‘Lhe principal part of the voy- 
Chancellor “Livingston, then lying at || age being performed in the night, we 
the North Battery. People in ca-|| lost, necessarily, the fine view of the 
lamity are apt to be finked together || Highlands, and of most of the scenery 
by a stronger chain of aflection than | aml villas that are spread upon the 
binds them in ordinary circumstan- || banks of this beautiful river. With- 
ces, and I found this somewhat veri-||out any farther accident than the 
fied in the social co-operation with} tracture of our axle-tree, which ar- 
which those of us who now wished to) rested us soon after leaving Albany, 
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but which we soon repaired by an-| 
other carriage, we arrived at Sarato- | 
ga Springs on the morning of the 23d 
August. My fellow- traveller had | 
been here before, and to him I com- 
mitted the task of selecting a house | 
for our accommodation during our) 
stay at the Springs. We accordingly | 
drove to * the Pavilion,” occupied by | 
Mrs. Lewis, a relict of a gentle man of 
that name, who kept the establis nA 
ment about a year ago. It is a large | 
and commodious building, 133 feet | 
long, with a ptazza 20 feet wide along 
the front, supported by a colonade | 
of 17 columns. There are several | 
other boarding establishments in the | 
place, the principal of which are | 
Congress Hall, Union Hotel, Colum- 
bian Hotel, &c. The former of these 
is the most extensive, being 196 feet 
in length. ‘This and the Pavihon ap- 
peared to be the resort of the fash- 
ionable and gay, and, on that account, | 
not the best for invalids. At each of 
these places there was a ball every 
night alternately, which continued so 
late as to break up the sleep of those 
who did not partake of the amusement. 
Having located ourselves, however, 
and having met with several of our | 
acquaintances who were staying here, 
we concluded to remain. The com- 
pany appeared to be generally a ve- | 
ry select and genteel assemblage, from 
Canada, Georgia, South and North 
Carolinas, and almost every part of 
the Union. The great majority of| 
them evidently came more for plea- | 
sure than for health. Billiards, * tri- | 
fles,”’ chess. riding, fishing, eating | 
and drinking, occupied the day, and 
dancing the night, until the hour of 
12, and often later. They never, fora 
moment, seemed to think that this 
scene of festivity would ever termin- 
ate, or that they should ever have to 
render an account to heaven for 
their time and conduct here below. 
I am not one of those who would in- 
vest religion with gloom, or consider 
a regard to its duties as necessarily 
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youthful spirits, and * the mirth that 
brings no gall.”’ But, unquestiona- 
| bly, there can be no time in all our 
existence, no circumstances in which 
we can be placed, in which it is pro- 
per to throw off a sense of our mor- 
tality, and of our accountability to 
God ; and where this sense exists, if 
must necessarily, interpose some 
grave and thoughtful hours between 
us and the world, and prompt us to 
the duties of watchfulness and prayer. 
| know, when fancy prompts to pur- 
suit, and health enlivens enjoyment, 
the suggestions of religion, or indeed 
of reason, are heard with disgust, as 
the complaining of gloomy spirits who 
vilify pleasures. which they never 
knew. Butthe hour is coming, and 
cannot be far distant, which shall 
teach, irresisubly, how frail is the 
texture of human life, how fleeting 
the dreams of youth and fancy ; when 
stretched on that bed of languishing, 

from which they never shall rise, 
how will they regret the many hours 
devoted to the pursuit of those 


worldly joys which have left them 


only the bitter remembrance, but 
which, it properly improved, would 
have shed on their dying couch the 
sweet comforts of an approving con- 
science, and of Christian hope. What 
then do people gain by putting far 
from them the thoughts of their lat- 
terend? If, by so doing, they could 
repel death itself, their conduct might 
admit of some excuse ; but think of it 
or not think of it, it still advances, 
and every effort they make to re- 
move it, only brings it nearer to their 
embrace. And how terrible is death, 
how ghastly his visage to those who 
have never contemplated it be- 
fore ! How horrible to awake up from 
the dream of pleasure, and behold 
this monster staring ruthfully upon 
them, and about to drag them from a 
world in which they leave all that 
they love, or are capable of loving, 
and to be set on shore ona black and 
vast eternity, destitute of any provi- 





sions for the soul. and trembling nn- 
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der a load of cuilt | 
fatuating torrent of human customs, 


Drevdtul and in- |) 


¢ George, and Lebavoy 14} 


“ons still more tender and endearing. 
tna political point of view, also, thre 


and of human fashions, wilt thou ne- |) intermingling of persons from all parts 


ver suspend thy course ? Wilt thou 
for ever drag on the multitude of 
mankind into thy terrible ; 
Alas! on looking at the gay and | 
sprightly crowd at Saratoga, sporting 
hike imsects in the summer's ray, | 
could not help reflecting on the sad- | 
ness and misery which they were 

preparing for themselves. — Apart 
from all considerations of eternity and 
all the solemn things with which 
revelation imvests it, it must be admit- 
ted that the lovers of pleasure miss 
their am by pursuing their object too 
ardently. ‘rue policy, as well 
true reason, would lead us to adopt 
the course recommended by religion, 
in using the world with moderation, 
and in setting our affections upon ob- 
jects more durable and more satisfac - 
tory. As they, who have passed 
through a field, may have been regal- 

ed with the fragrance of a tlower, but 
on coming nearer to it and handling 
it, may have perceived that the deli- 
cate odour winch at a distance so 
much delighted them was gone, sothe 
people of the world, by pursuing their 
object to hotly, spoil their enjoy- 
ments. Worldly pleasure is of too 
slight a texture to bear much hand- 
ling. It soon palls upon the appetite 

and disgusts by satiety ; whereas he 
who considers himself accountable 
for all his time and talents, and who 
endeavours to preserve himself in the 
right use and in the proper habit of 
his moral powers, while he enjoys 
the lawful pleasures of life with a 
higher relish, renders them subser- 
vient to the purposes of gratitude to 
their great Author, and of his own 
improvement. 

Under proper dispositions, such 
public places of resort might be ren- 
dered highly interesting and benefi- 
cial. An opportunity is hereby af- 
forded for the meeting of old friends, 
and of forming new ones. And here 
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are formed, toa, sometimes, conner- 





scenery at Saratoga. 


of the union becomes useful, by form 
ing new ties im the soctral state, and 
thus cementing and strengthening the 
politreal bond, 

There is nothing interesting in the 
The situation 
itself has but little elevation, and the 
country around 1 not remarkable fou 
its fertility or the state of its culliva- 
tion. The mineral springs, so tamed 
for their medicinal qualities, form the 
most important feature in tts charac- 
ter: these are situated on the margin 
of a vale which borders the village 
on the east, and are a part of a chain 
of the same great laboratory which, 
at intervals, sends forth its streams, 
from about 12 miles from the south 
of Ballston, through the village of 
Saratoga, easterly, in the form of a 
crescent, to what is called the Qua- 
‘ker village. Of these there are ten 
or twelve immediately contiguous to 
the village, which, as well as those 
vat Ballston Spa. partake of the same 
‘qualities, and are distinguished prin- 
capally by the different proportions 
‘of their ingredients. ‘The waters are 
limpid ; and, when first drawn, spar- 
ikle with considerable vivacity. Some 
of them contain sulphurated hydrogen 
gas; but the principal part of them 
are acidulous, nana, and chalybeate. 
One gallon, or 251 cubic inches, of 
ithe w ater of w hat j is called the Con- 
gress Spring, contains, by analysis, 
676 grains of solid substance ina per 
‘fect state of solution: of this, some 
‘thing more than two-thirds is muriate 
of soda, or common salt; more than 
one-fourth carbonate of lime; and 
‘the remainder consists of carbonate 
‘of soda, carbonate of magnesia, and 
|carbonate of iron.’’ All of them con- 
‘tain a large portion of carbonic acid 
'gas; many of them an amount equal 
‘to their bulk ; but this spring, whose 
‘analysis i is giv en above, contains the 
very remarkable portion of nearly 
one half more of the gas than its bulk. 
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The spring called the ‘High Rock 
emits a gas so powerful, or so me- 
plutic, as to suspend, and even de- 
stroy animal life. 
the mouth of the crater which en- 
closes this spring, for ten seconds, 
lost all signs of lite, and was with dif- 
ficulty restored to anmation. The 


principal and perceptible effects of 


these waters are cathartic, diuretic, 
and tonic; and no doubt they are high- 
ly useful in bilious, jaundice, dyspep- 
sia, and other diseases. In pulmona- 
ry allections, however, they are, for 
obvious reasons, pernicious. 

A reading room has been establish- 
ed in the village under the superin- 
tendence of a Mr. Davison, to whose 
enterprise, and politeness of manner, 
visiters who are thus disposed, are 
much indebted tor the means of spend- 
mg agreeably and profitably a portion 
of ime which otherwise would drag 
on heavily. It is furnished with a 
very tolerable collection of books, 
with about 100 newspapers from the 
different parts of the United States 
and the Canadas, and with an assort- 
ment of maps. ‘There is a cabinet, 
also, in an upper room, containing 
some interesting specimens of native 
and foreign geology. The use of the 
rooms and of the books may be had 
fur the moderate sum of one dollar a 
week. 

About two miles east from the vil- 
Tage is a small fish pond, situated on 
the iarm of a Mr. Barhyte, to which 
parties ofien resort for the amuse- 
ment of taking or eating the trout 
which are found in its waters. And 
about six miles distant is Saratoga 
Lake. Here sail boats and fishing 
materials are always in readiness for 
the accommodation of parties of plea- 
sure. ‘This lake is formed by the 
KayaderosserasCreek, which empties 
its tributary streams into the west side 
of the lake, about 20 miles from its 
source. It finds an outlet through 
Fish Creek, which empties itself into 
the Hudson, in an easterly direction, 
at Schuylersville: 
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There being no Episcopal Church 
in the village, we went on Sunday to 
the Presbyterian meeting house——a 
neat and commodious building, with 
a decent and ornamental steeple. By 
the way, it may be here remarked, 
that in all the country through which 
we travelled, the pli ces of worship 
are in a good state of repair; and, 
being painted, and hi: wing steeples 
and bells, they presented, in the many 
little villages through which we pass- 
ed, a very pleasing feature in the 
landscape. Their spires glittering 
in the sun and rising to heaven, 
while they enliven and beautify the 
scene, affords also a favourable indi- 
cation of the moral and religious state 
of the people, at the same ume that 
they call up the thoughts of the pass- 
ing traveller from the contemplation 
of this world to the heaven to which 
they lead. Professor . dis- 
tinguished by some judicious and well 
written pamphlets in defence of the 
orthodox doctrine of the Trinity, and 
by his skill in the Hebrew language, 
was on a visit to the springs, and hap- 
pened to be the preacher for the 
morning. He ts a man of middle sta- 
ture, of grave appearance, and a 
pleasing countenance. His hair, cut 
short and carelessly, rendered his 
features more prominent than neces- 
sary, and detracted somewhat from 
the dignity of his aspect. He entered 
the pulpit with somewhat a careless 
air, and took his seat without any 
= marks of devotion. As he 

, however, without doubt, a pious 
man, this manner must be traced to 
the old prejudice which has always 
led the Puritans to go, tn all matters, 
as far as possible, to the extreme 
point from those whose forms of wor- 
ship they renounced ; or else, it may 
have proceeded from that ‘morbid 
fear, which some entertain, lest they 
should be considered ostentatious and 
pharisaical. All such exhibitions, in- 
deed, and more especially where it 
lis mere matter of form, are to be 











deprecated ; but, surely, it may be 
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permitted in a Christian preac her, } very few persons are eaprdle ot 
without sulyjectmg hun to the charge | making a good one. It requires a 
of pharisaism, to observe the manner, |;compuss of thought, a comprehen- 
as well as the habit of devotion, when |) siveness of invention, and a felorty of 
he comes into the pulpit, as the legate |! expression, rarely combined in one 
of the skies, to negotiate between) individual, in order to frame a prayer 
heaven and earth the great concerns \ which shall include all the wants of 
of salvation. So far from tts being) a whole people, so as to be neither 
viewed as matter of ostentation, it is i too redundant nor concise. \ pre- 
always expected by the people trom || «ence of mind, and a pertect com- 
their preacher. The practice would |! mand of one’s self, which it ts not 
serve to impress their minds with the | easy always to preserve, are also ne- 
sense which he entertains of the so- || cessary ; and then the sana mens in- 
lemon undertaking in which he is about |) seme corpore, astil more rare union, 
to engage, and would excite them to} is necessary to render all the other 
follow his example, by lifting up their)! attributes successful. A man in bad 
own hearts for themselves, and for; health, or under depression of spirits, 
him who is td speak to them from || however superior his qualitications 
God. It is ‘mach to be lamented, || of intellect or talent may be, cannot 
that, in all places of worship there is | be competent to this important duty. 
generally so little apparent reverence || And the consequence is, that the 
among the people when entering the) hungry sheep look up and are not fed 
temple of God, ‘Though absolutely, i with their required allowance, or im 
in itself, it has no superior sanctity ws required quality. Often have I 
over any other building, yet relative- | had occasion to lament the evil of 
ly it has; and being solemnly set) this species of devotion, either in 
apart for the parposes of God's wor- | the crude and undigested form which 
ship, there ts no superstition in be- jit assumed, or in the omissions of 
lieving that he will be peculiarly pre- |} some important blessings which form 
sent where his people meet together) a part of the wants of every congre- 
there for that purpose. As long as i| gation, or ina dull and irksome repe- 
man continues in the body, he willbe, | ttion. Under the very best crreum- 
in some measure, under the influence || stances in which extempore prayer 
of his senses, and so long will he be) is used, ut will be found, | think, ap- 
iauded in his devotions by that prinei- |) on observation, that the hearer /istens 
ple of association which ts so deeply lirather than prays—and a person of 
implanted in the human trame. How || any iitellivence and taste, cannot 
sublime and affecting are the appeals || listen even to a prayer that violates 
which the psalmist makes to this com- | these, without having his feelings and 
mon sense of our nature! And how |, thoughts somewhat diverted from the 
appropriate the application made by || proper business of prayer. In this 
our Church of the passages with solemn act, there should be as little 
which she commences her public |) to employ the fancy and speculahoa 
service: ** The Lord is in his holy |) as possible ; and on an occasion 80 
temple, let all the earth keep silence || august as that in which a whole peo- 
before him. ‘The sacritices of God|| ple are supplicating the throne of the 
ure a broken spirit,” &c. How well|) Almighty, tt appears to me that no- 
calculated to rouse the slumbering || thing should be left to those many 
soul, to awaken the conscience, and || conungencies which go to make up @ 
to call forth the energies of prayer! } true and proper prayer. The only 

I have many objections to extem- |) remedy, then, is a form of sound 
pore prayer in the public devotions |) words, carefully prepared by the 
of a congregation. !n the first place, || combined wisdom and piety of com@- 
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tent men. Such a form, while it 
affords the strongest bulwark against 
error, secures \o the people at all 
times, and under all the varying cir- 
cumstances incident to the case, the 
means of pouring out the warm peti- 
tions of the heart, without the dis- 
traction of novelty and variety. Our 
wants are generally the same, and 
why should our prayers be constantly 
diflerent? The Almighty is not 
propitiated by the delusive charms of 
novelty. He regards the heart, and 
if that be right, we shail not regret 
that our prayers are offered to-day 
in the same terms that they were 
yesterday. In fact, whatever may 
be said about the advantage to be de- 
rived from novelty, the thing itself 
is impracticable. Whoever has at- 
tended, for any length of time, ata 
place where the services of devotion 
are performed extemporaneously, 
has not failed to observe, that, with 
all the change which has been aimed 
at, there was at lastno variety. The 
prayer settled down necessarily into 
the same subject matter, and nearly 
the same phraseology, and became as 
substantially a form, as though it had 
been written. 

But in my zeal on this point, I have 
strayed from the point of my pere- 
grinations. ‘he preacher took for 
bis text, Psalm xix. 12, ‘“* Who can 
understand his errors? Cleanse 
thou me from my secret faults.” 
The Sermon was delivered from 
notes ; his exordium was chaste and 
appropriate, and the divisions of his 
subject natural ; the style simple and 
perspicuous, and the manner of de- 
livery plain and unaffected. The 
doctrine was evangelical, and the ap- 
plication of it calculated to make his 
hearers examime themselves. If | 
wight be permitted to criticise it at 
all, | should say, that it was deficient 
in that analysis of character, by 
which conviction is best produced. 
One of his propositions was to show 
why the human heart was so liable to 
deception ; another, to have shown 
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‘how, and in what instances it was so, 
would have rendered the argument 
complete. But, upon the whole, 
with the exception of his prayer, 
‘which partook of some of the disad- 
vantages inherent in such perform- 
}ances, and part of which would have 
Suited a sermon better than a prayer, 
he acquitted himself worthily, and, I 
|hope, not unprofitably for himself 
jand his hearers. 

| An Episcopal minister happened 
|to be also at the Springs, and was 
very politely invited by the resident 
minister, who appears to be an ami- 
able and pious man, to officiate in the 
afternoon. This he consented to do, 
upon the condition.that he might use 
the prayer-book. He accordingly 
performed divine service, and preach- 
ed, in the afternoon ; and also on the 
Thursday evening following, the 
invitation being kindly renewed. 
There not being very many Episco- 
palians present, and they not provid- 
ed with prayer-books, the service ol 
the Church lost, of course, much of 
its beauty and force. For its excel- 
iremcten and beauties cannot well be 
‘displayed except when the people 
bear their parts. Where this is done 
‘with propriety, nothing can be more 
minting and delightful. The pray- 
ers are always sublime, pathetic, and 
spiritual, sufficiently elevated in then 
‘style to gratify the most refined taste, 
and so plain as to be easily compre- 
hended by the lowest capacity. They 
embrace all sorts and conditions of 
men, and every species of want and 
of woe. On this occasion, it sounded 
like the voice of an old friend, and 
was truly soothing and delightful. It 
seemed to extinguish the long tract 
which separated me from home, and 
to unite me once more to those with 
whom I had been wont to walk to the 
house of God. There is something 








very interesting in the reflection, that 
we are uniting in the same prayers 
that are offered by thousands at thé 
same time in different parts of the 
world ; that these, too, are the same 
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that have heen meee by our fore- prase Which now lead our devotions, 


fathers and friends, long since gone |! make up part of that choral sympho- 
to the dwelling place of the just; ) ay which swells the adoration of the 
that many of them were used by the i hosts of heaven. 
first Christians and Martves ; and Chat To be continucal.) 
many of those sublime anthems of 
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FOREIGN the past year. Charges of a serious 
Aumiversary of the Churel Missionary So nature were alle ged, 
ciety, ia London. One charge, for instance, was this 
| —-that this Society prefers sentiment 
Rev. John William Cunningham.—}\ to fact. That we do not cast off sen- 
My Lord: One of the most illus triows | timent, | feel thankful to almighty 
Ministers of State in thisc ountry, after } God ; because itis the very intention 
listening to arguments on his own side | of fae ts that thy y should produe e sen- 
of the question in the House of Com- timent: and we are pot enthusiasts 
mons, with most distinguished gene- in sentiment, tllitcan be proved that 
rosity said that he would not press! we have no basis tor them; but a 
the House to a division while the ‘y there be such basis, then the expres: 
were under the wand of the enchant- || sion of sentiment is only the expres 
er; and though | would be very far || sion of 'aflection, in those whose hearts 
from adopting the appearance of flat- || are so full, that out of the abundance 
tery, in speaking of our honourable || of them the mouth speaketh. My 
and beloved.triend, who has just sub- || Lord, we are so far from disclaiming 
mitted a resolution to the meeting, | these sentiments, that it is the regret 
yet | can truly say, that | wish, tor my | of every heart, that we cannot feel 
own sake, that | might rest thts mo- ‘} more deeply and speak more strongly 
tiax on the observations which he |jand if f had a thousand voices, far 
has made. One remark, however, |} from my wishing to merge one sents 
may be permitted to make with re- | ment in deference to a world which 
ference to the scene of our labours does not regard sentinents of thus 
noticed in the resolution which | rise Jkind, { would raise them all; and, 
to second. i while [have so much to be thankful 
In proposing Africa for its first ob- | for ta the histor y of these institutions, 
ject, this Society did not choose the || would say, Let every one that hat! 
field were others had conquered, nor | breath praise the Lord! Wwe are ask 
follow where they were most lkely | ed what our sentiments are, | would 
to boast of their triumphs; bat the | answer— They are sentiments of gra- 
place, on which Christians in name bad jtitude to God, and of love to all man- 
heen inflicting the deepest injuries. kind, 
There they entered on their labours, \ But, my Lord, it the allegation had 
in a spot of the earth dese rted by juever been retuted before, we have 
others; and thither they sent their In- || heard abundant refutation of it to-day; 
hourers to endeavour to convert it | and | might call on the most sturdy ob- 
into a garden of the, Lord, tyector—the person most anxious for 
It occurred to me, my Lord, while | fiets—your thorough matter-of-bust- 
listening to the report and the ad | ness man, who will have nothing to 
dresses which have been delivered, | do with the heart—lI might challenge 


{Cencluded from page 120.1 
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that | would call the attention of the | his inquiry to-day, and ask him if he 

meeting to some assaults which have | has not heard facts enough to satisfy 

been made on this institution during! him as to the goodness of this cause ; 
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and | would put the question to him 
inthis way—** | will give you your 
own case, and you shall state what 
you think would be the strongest 
evidence of the efforts of our Society 
beins effectual, and | will meet you 
on your own ground”’—** Well,” he 
would sav, ‘ have you sent your 
missionaries to countries in the low- 
est state of civilization ’—to coun- 
tries filled with magicians ?—to coun- 
tries, not sufferig from ordinary 
causes, and merely indifierent to 
Christianity, but where Christianity 
has been dishonoured, where she has 
earned the mark of abomination tn 
her forehead trom the vices of her 


pret tended followers /—have you sent 


your missionaries to such a country ? 
»s? 


—and have they succeeded there | 


We will tell this inguirer, that, if he | 


had gone through the whole world to 


to find the country where, above all | 


others, Christianity had to fight her 
way through a resisting medium and 


the ranks of hostility which norainal | 


Christianity had created, he must say 
that that country was Afrea!—and 


° ‘ | 
there it is that we behold the most | 


surprising effects of the Gospel! 
It has been said, my Lord, that our 


want of more abundant success is to. 


be attributed to our strictness. We 
have been told— You must make 
the test of receiving Christianity 
easier: you must not require too 
much from your converts: if there 
be a desire to profess Christianity, || 
you should be sutistied: if men are 
willing to be baptized into the name 
of Christ, that ought to satisfy you.”’ 
I have been accustomed to think, my 


Lord, that it has been the most mark- |: 


ed distinction between Protestant and 
Catholic Missionaries, that, instead 
of adding to our numbers nominal | 
converts, we willnot be satistied with 
baptism in name, without the baptisin 
of the Spirit ; and, on this principle, | 
we would hope, that, if we have not 
multitudes of Christians in name to 
add to the catalogue, yet the Chiris- 
tians whom we have should be Chris- 


| trans indeed and in trath: and. on 
(his very ground, | am anxious to 
come here, in common with others, 
ad earnestly to call on the commit. 
tee and the othcers of this Institution, 
not to be swayed by the low and 
| worldly policy on which some men 
would have them to act; and I own 
1 should hear with great regret that 
ik hey had lowered down the standard 
| 





a single ch, or had given up one of 
those lines and distinctions of Chri- 
tuanity which they have judged to be 
| established in the word of God. Le 
j them proceed as they have begun 
we honour their care and vigilance 
and though they should tell us, year 
alter year, that their converts, com- 
pared with the multitudes of the 
i heathen, have still been tew, we will 
rejoice in the hope, if T may borrow 
the allusion already so powertully 
imide, that these poor creatures shall 
meet us in the courts of heaven, and 
ithere, by the mercy of God, shall 
say ol us, in the language which we 
have heard to-day, * my brother: 
my sister! my father!” 
Objections and remarks of this na- 
jure arise, my Lord, trom this cagital 
)error—an error which FT trast will 
never be mixed up in the feelings and 
views of this Soctety—an error as te 
‘the nature of Scriptural conversion. 
Do we, my Lord—l appeal to the 
great body of Clergy around me—de 
we find the real converts in our own 
country flocking round the Cross, s0 
that we can count them by tens, and 
‘hundreds, and thousands? There 
are individuals in this room, who 
) would, on their bended knees, ex- 
press their deepest gratitude to Al- 
| mighty God, if they could hope, that, 
during the pertod of along pilgrimage 
on earth, they had been able assur- 
‘edly to add one soul to the kingdom 
‘of their Lord! I would repel, there- 
‘fore, observations of this kind ; and 
would say, do but gauge the dimen- 
i sions of real conversion, and you will 
‘tind reasoa to be grateful to God that 
isomany have been converted. The 
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great remedy for complaints of this} they are now. In the station which 
kind, is, that we should, with one! Lam destined to fill, in Endia, though, 
heart and one mind, pledge ourselves | trom wise motives of pohey, it isa 
to this cause. | fundamental principle of the Govern- 

Having undertaken fo advocate, in| ment of India not to mtertere pub 
the committee room of the Society, | licly in any institution of this kind, 
the establishment of the new mission | yet | pledge myself to operate, as tar 
among the North-American Indians, | |}as | can. in the cause of this Institu- 
pledged myself to do what I eould to) tion, which is also the cause of God 


enlarge the tands ; and | would here) ind man. bam portcularly gratitied 
remind the members that they have! with having to submit a resolation 


entered on a new field of almost dhe }ito the meeting, which | will now 
mitable extent, and that they will be |) real: — 

called upon to make still more sacri. | 
fices in order to support these entarg- | 

ie . : tes to evangelize Lodia, particularly rejowes 
ing exertions. Some miners, it I= rete Co-operation ft the d te reot eesti. 
sad, have sO keen a perception oft! vy westitutions of the established Charch to 


the existence of ore, that, in passing | this great end, and in the sanction and support 


. | which these Isbours receive from the highest 
a spot ot ground, they ean perecive | authorities onl fechoe that the statements 
if there Is ore beneath the surtice. Stapes ting the scene of the Society's exertions 
L would say to my brethren the (ier eee eee eee ei eee ine ihe present ame 
gv, go into your parishes and try | niversary, furnished the most cogents motives 
what is hid even by a frowning coun- | fo" feneed aad imecreasing labours, returns 
. its cordial thanks to the Rev. Marmaduke 
tenance and an angry Voice. f made Il Thamvsie for the same, and requests him to 
the experiment, last year, in my Own | allow to be preated with the report 
parish; and there we have to rank!) tn calling for your thanktulness to 
wnong the contributors to our tunds,) Almighty God for the extended la- 
some persons who we thought least) bours in India of this and other So- 
of all likely to lend us any aid. Let | cieties, | may be permitted tosay, that, 
us but proceed steadily in this holy | while Lchertsh a decided preference 
career; and come together, from! for that Church in which | have been 
year to year, to thank God for His) educated, | have telt a sincere desire 
blessing bestowed upon us; and 1) to render assistance to all who are 
will venture to predict, that, in water- faithfully engaged i this cause. 
ing others, we shall be watered our- The resolution in my hand tarther 
selves ; and that the light, which is) calls ou us to rejoice im the co-ope- 
to livhten the Gentiles, will become | ration of the several missionary Last 
ihe light of our own parishes and of | tutions of the established Charch tor 
eur own hearts. ithe benent of India. This direction 
John Herbert Harington, Esq.— | of the efforts of the church I consider 
My Lord: An observation was once} to be of greatimportance. [tis now 
made to me, by a centleman exercis- | become a malter connected with the 
ing part of the Goverument of India, ) nstioual religion to afford facilities and 
that the British authority there would | means for enlightening the Natives of 
be unsafe, were the labours of mis-| India. ‘The aid which wall be ren- 
sionaries to be further extended. On| dered to translations by the Bishop’s 
the contrary, we have good evidence | College, and im the instraction to be 
to prove that Christianity, mstead of |! there afforded to the Natives, will be 
weakening the bonds of civil govern-|, productive, f have no doubt, of most 
ment, will strengthen them; and [| important results. And with respect 
know nothing to lead us to believe | to our own Society, the good-will 
that the Natives of India will become } which the Bishop of Calcutta has al- 


Phat this meeting, white it srews with thank 


| P 
ii tulmess the extended labours of various Soacw 


tess obedient to the government than!) rea'y manitested toward it, coneiiat- ° 
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ed, doubtless, by its gift, in the first 
instance, of five Thousand Pounds, 
towards its erection, will be confirm- 
ed by the grant of One Thousand 
Pounds per annum since made. We 
look, indeed, Almighty God tor 
every blessing, but, under his bless- 
ing, the favour and aid of the Bishop 
is of great importance to our agents 
and representatives. 

1 most cordially rejoice in the suc- 
cess of this cause, not in Bengal only, 
but in Madras also: and I should say 
more on the subject, inrelation to the 
South of India, were not the friend 
present, who bas had so large a share 
in the proceedings in that quarter, 
and to whom your thanks, Tam sure, 
will be heartily rendered, for the 
sermon which he preached last even- 
ing before the Society, and by which |; 
he proved, that, notwithstanding his |, 
yet weak, though J trust convalescent 
state of health, his heart is still de- 
voted to this cause. 

It is noticed also in this resolution, 
that Christian labours in India receive 
sanction and support from the highest}, 
authorities. Being myselt about to 
returo to Bengal, i ts peculiarly 
pleasing to me to state that this 1s the 
fact. The allusion is more particu- 
larly tothe Marquis of Hastings, who, 
in every thing that has for its object 
the progress of Christianity and Edu- 
cation, takes the deepest interest. 
The report which we have heard af- 
fords the most convincing proofs of 
the favour of the government to the 
proceedings of the Society. That 

xertions of this nature are, in- 
deed, loudly called for, I can, from 
local experience of nearly thirty- 
seven years bear witness. Lord 
Hastings, in the letter which has been 
read to-day, adverts to this subject. 
His Lordship’s testimony to the de- 
prav ed state of that immense popula- 
tion, can require no confirmation: the 
position which he occupies, gives 
him a view of the whole of India; but 
ft may add, that the representations 
on this subject made last night in the 


to 
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innual sermon, and those published 
in our various reports and communi- 
cations, do not exceed the true state 
of the case. 

A gentleman with whom I bave con 
versed, not fully convinced, | con- 
ceive, of the revelation of the Bible 
being the only revelation from God, 
seemed to have adopted the Hindoo 
opinion, that God ts pleased with a 
variety of worship; and inquired 
what reason there could be to pro- 
mote the religious or moral improve- 
ment of India, when, in England, and 
other parts of Europe, men are not 
less unmoral than the Hindoos them 
selves, 

My reply to such a question ts this 
| —admitting that it can be proved, 
that Christians, called, are noi 
more moral than the Natives of India. 
there ts still one wide and importan! 
distinction to be made. If profess- 
‘ing € hristians are immoral, it ts be- 
cause they do not practise what they 
profess; no Christian can pretend 
that he has the sanction of the Scrip- 
tures for an immoral life: while every 
Hindoo may be immoral, in various 
ways, and yet act up to the principles 
lof | his religion. 
| A Christian widow, if such a thing 
could be supposed, immolating herself 
je the funeral pile of her husb: ind, 
and thus abandoning her infant chil- 
dren, could not plead that she had the 
sanction of the Gospel; but a Hindoo 
widow may urge the sanction of the 
Hindoo laws : and it appears that this 
dreadful custom is become so gene- 
ral, that many of the three thousand 
'widows who suffered in the last four 
‘years, had not exceeded the age of 
eight years! Suppose, for a moment, 
that this practice could prevail in 
England, and the eldest son of the 
family were to set fire to the pile, as 
is the custom in India; no such youth 
could say that he had ‘the sanction of 
the Gospel for his barbarous deed : 
but the son of a widow in India might 
plead, or the Brahmins will plead for 
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him, that he has the sanction of Hin- 
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doo authorities, or, at all events, that | 
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Much has been sad of what has 


pu blic Opinion ts in tuvour of the prac- ! ihe en done for the conversion of the 


tice. 


So, im courts of justice, uo a pro- 


fessed Christian perjyere bimselt on | 
order to save the lite of an undividual, |) 
Seriptures ; 


but a Hindoo may urge 


that he has a mght to save the lie of 


a Brahmin by talse evidence. 
L mihi 
wavs, 


a 
show, in various other 


posure of parents and other relatives, 
on the banks ot the Ganges ; and this 
is considered as a prous act. | wall 
-tate, fact. When 
one of the Kayahs was ill, they were 
about to carry him down to the Gan- 
ges; butan English Physieran said to 
him, ** You are not so all but you 
may recover, it you are not carried 
to the Ganges.” The Rajah took 
the advice, wd os still alive. 

In a multitude of cases, therefore, 
where the Hindoos are immoral, 
they are religiously immoral : 
Christians are, under any circum- 
stances, immoral, they are irreligi- 
ously immoral. Letus spare, there- 
fore, no pains to communicate to them 
that Gospel. which will banish trom 
among them the immoralities of their 
false religion. 

1 will only repeat my assurance, in 
proposing to the meeting the resolu- 
tion syhich IT have read, that every 
assistance in my power in India shall 
be rendered to the Society. 

Thomas Fowell Buxton, Esq. M. P. 
—My Lord: Considering the late- 
ness of the hour, the facts detailed 
in the report, and the discussions 
which have ensued, tt would be pre- 
sumptuous in me to encroach, at any 
length, upon the time of the meet- 
ing: still, | shall scarcely be content 
io do what | should otherwise have 
done—merely second the motion— 
without stating those facts and prin- 
ciples, and those views and feelings, 
which have forced themselves on my 
mind, 


however, but one 


but af 


i, he athen ; and, while | call you away 
| for a tune from those brilliant scenes 
jwhich have been brought betore ous 


eyes, as by the wand of the enchant- 
he could not plead the sanction of the | 


ing 


that Hindooism sanctions acts | 
of the greatest turpitude—as the ex- | 


er, | shall not be sus pec ted, | am 
sure, of not rejorcing m the great 
work that has been done, or of look- 
xe with sublime inditlerence on the 
progress that has been made: and 
still less shall I be suspected of un- 
dervaluing the services of those good, 
and great, and brave men, who have 
engaged im this labour ; and who have 
gone torth, leaving every thing dear 
to them behind, and seeing nothing 
before them but privation and toal 
The man who goes forth under these 
feelings and on these principles, must 
possess as much of real and true he 
roism, uaknown as he may be to tame, 
as the man who in the held draws 
down the applauses of mankind, 

But, though much has, indeed, been 
done, | cannot help thinking that out 
minds should wander, as mine has 
been tempted to wander, to a much 
wider held—to what still remains to 
be done! t cannot but look, from 
countnes visited and blessed by chrts- 
tian missionaries, to those extensive 
regions Which have never been visit- 
ed and blessed by such men. I look 
from that enlarged, but yet too nar 
row empire, which christianity has 
already obtained, to that still larget 
empire, On which, as yet, no chris 
uuan traveller has set his foot. 

A feeling of deep regret continu- 
ally forces itself on my mind, when 
‘we are discoursing on these things, 
| that Right Hundred Millions, perhaps, 
‘of our fellow-creatures—a number 
| too Jarge to be embraced by the finite 
jcomprehension of man—that Eight 
Hfundred Millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures should be living, at this day, im 
ignorance, and darkness, and super- 
stition, andecrime! | cannot but ask, 


‘* How is this ?’’—and that Thirty 








Millions, probably, of these people, 
hone of our bone and flesh of ow 
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flesh, as susceptible of happiness or 


of misery as we are, all of them can- 
didates for immortality, and tor whom 
Christ made a full and sufficient atone- 
ment as well as for ourselves ; and | 
not a year elapses, but Thirty Mil- 
lions of them descend to the grave, 
never having heard a word of that 
Revelation of Mercy, which, if they 
had known, might have been the 
greatest of their blessings. 

In India, millions of our fellow- 
creatures still bow the knee to stocks 
and stones; and have clothed their 
own imaginary gods with passions and 
attributes which would disgrace the 
worst of criminals. | advert, too, to 
one fact, which ts established on othi- 
cial authority: it does appear, that, 
under a government of our own Jo 
India, eight hundred females perished 
last year on the funeral pile! May | 


not pause, therefore, in the midst of 


our mutual congratulations, and ask, 
** Why is this 

Of Africa, 1 cannot say that there 
has been no christian visit to that de- 
voted country. ‘That quarter of the 
globe has, indeed, been visited and 
plundered by men ca'led christians. 
In them, there was no want of zeal and 
vigilance : christian capital has there 
been invested in human flesh and hu- 
man blood; and could we but now 
rouse up for our noble objects as 
much spirit, and enterprise, and vi- 
gour, as directed those disastrous and 


wicked proceedings, a ray of light || 


and hope would beam upon our ef- 
forts. ‘There have been, indeed, 
christian triumphs gained in this very 
quarter ; but still greater triumphs 
would be gained, were there not an 
obstacle more hostile to the success 
of our efforts, than any that we meet 
among the heathen—1! mean the in- 
difference which prevails among our- 
selves toward their conversion. 

I will put the case to myself: 
** You are a professor of christianity 


—you avow your belief of its truth,’ 


and admire its doctrines—you enu- 
merate the blessings which He gives, 





i 


| 
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who gives all things ; and you count 
unong them that greatest of all, his 
{* inestumable love in the redemption 
(of the world’—you know that chris- 
lan charity is the imseparable trait of 
‘true faith—and you know that this 
‘charity seeks, above all things, the 
salvation of the souls of men. What 
do you do’? You subseribe your two 
or three guineas a year! The con- 
version of Eight Hundred Millions of 
souls—there is the object to be ac- 
complished ! '—-and there is the sacri- 
tice which you are pre pared to make 
for it!’ Were L to say, in the ordi- 
nary business of lite, ** Such an ob- 
ject is my grand concern; to that I 
direct all my powers ; on that my very 
/soul is centere d; and | give for this 
great object my two-and-forty shil- 
lings ayear,’’—such professions would 
be counted but an idle mockery. when 
compared with such feebleness and 
inadequacy of exertion. 

| Every quarter of the globe is cry- 
|ing to us for assistance—or if any cry 
not, It is because the people know 
not their own need: but they are 
crying to us in multitudes. The re- 
proach of neglect had rested too long 
on all churches, on our own as well 
as others. We have not felt as we 
should feel for the conversion of the 
‘heathen : and if we would, one and 
all—not those who are without, but 
those who are within the sound of my 
voice—if we would all give to this 
‘ause—the cause of man and of God, 
for it is the cause of God as well as of 
iman—our best affections and our in- 


















‘tluence—the day ts not far distant 
‘when we should see a general revo- 
lution in the face of the moral world. 


The following resolution was then 
passed, on the motion of the Rev. 
John Langley, of Shrewsbury, se- 
conded by a Rey. John Brown, late 
of Belfast : 


That the labours of this Society in promot- 
ing the revival of the ancient Christian 
Cc hurches round the Mediterranean and in 
Travancore, the religious instruction of the 
children in the West Indies, the civilization 
and conversion of the wild but noble natives 
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of New Ze alared in the farthest eXtreme of lite 
Fastern Hy mispher ind ot the widely -scatter 

e/ Indians im the lately -achopted North-VW est 
America wission to the farthest Northern |i 

mits of the Wostern Hemisp! ere 
chal approbation of this meeting: and at despre 
to Commend these exteasive spleres of opera 


have the eo 


bon to the persevenng pravers oft all Ure mem 
by is 


From the addresses of the mover | 


and seconder of this resolution, we 
shall 


had more parucular reterence to the 


eCttrect sone passages 


promotion of the cause of missions | 


at home : 

Rev. Jolin Laneley.— In order to 
the establishment of an association in 
any paruicular place, an attempt must 


be made to excite religious principle | 


in the neighborhood. Let aman have 
but true religious principle, and be ts 


your triend tor ever: lor whoever 1s 


untesgnedly devoted to his Saviour, | 


and is deriving trom Him the supply 
of grace which he needs, that man 
must be a missionary in spirit. When 
we know that we have freely received, 
we shall most freely give. ‘The most 
certain stimulus to tusstonary feeling 
at home, ts to know that we are our- 
selves called out of darkness into the 
marvellous light of the gospel—that 
we have been renewed in the sparit 
of our minds, 

And this spirit diffuses atsclt. The 
establishment of a Missionary Society 
for propagating the gospel abroad, ts 
one of the most etheacsous means lor 


propagating the gospel at home. L 


have found it tend, in a most special 
manner, to the union and edification 
of my flock, and to their cordial at- 
tachment to the Church to which we 
belong. The people are roused, and 
learn the value of their own souls 
and of their own privileges, when 
we show them the wants of the hea- 
then. 

The most certain way to accom- 
plish great designs, is tor each to do 
the little that may be allotted to him. 
This is the grand secret of all mis- 


sionary exertions ; and when men, in | 


their litthe sphere, are cultivatin, 
that sphere with diligent hands, and 


which | 
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jin the spirit of prayer, their efforts 
\ will be assuredly prospered, 

\) Rev. John Brown.— The report has 
stated that a very considerable sum 
has been contributed to the Society 
i trom treland, during the last year. 
It may be justly expected that some 
i good reason should be given why our 
HONEY bs 4 ontributed, under the pre- 
sent aflketing circumstances of our 
country, to objects of this nature. 
We have heard to-day of the reflect 
fluence of the Society ; and TL know, 
from experience, that much of the 
support which it receives is lo be at- 
tributed to that retlect intluesce 
which it has on its associations. It 
is on this prinetple that | would urge 
the Society to direct its attention even 
still more vigorously to Ireland. You 
take our money—but you give us 
/something far better im exchange. 
You breathe into us a quickening spi- 
vit, which creates new energies, and 
Which gives a mght direction and a 
powerful unpulse to our best affec 

lions. 

For who, in point of facet, are the 
chief friends of our own poor, and 
the real enlighteners of our ignorant, 
but those very men who most cor 
dilly beheve, that He who was rich, 
for our 


eee 


sikes became poor, that we, 
throuch His poverty, might be rich! 


DOMESTIC 

| ~ 

I! It is with great pleasure that we now eon- 
mence the publication of the proceedings of 
tue Church Missionary Socvety of the Uaited 
Suites, the constitution of whieh may be found 
in our last July number. This pleasing task 
we should have perlormed at an earlier day, 
had we been in the possession of the regular 
documeuts trom which we could have pre- 
sented to our readers a conneceted history ef 
| its wansactions. Having recently been politely 
| tavoured with the regular Numbers of the 
* Church Record,” (a paper highly deserving 
the patronage of Episcojslians,) we embrace 
‘the earhest opportunity of recordiag on our 
‘pages the proceedings of that very important 
/and useful imstitution. The conduetors of the 


|work above mentioued introduce the subject 
‘of the Society in the following manner ; 


The Editors know not how to oc- 
cupy their first number more profita- 
bly er more agreeably than by the 











bo? 
publication of the proceedings of the 
Board of Directors of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the 


United States, at its late annual meet- |. 


mg; which proceedings, while they | 


afford a pledge of the interest taken |, 


by the Board in the important objects 
of the Society, will, it ts hoped, prove | 
a powerful and efficient call upon the 
devoted co-operation of their brother 
Episcopalians. 

The 6th article of the system of by- 
laws adopted by the Board provides 
—‘*thatthere shall be appointed an- 
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nually by the Board of Directors, by 
ballot, a committee of eight persons ; 
of whom the president of the Society | 
and the corresponding sec ig shall 
each be, er officro, one ; to be deno- 
minated * The Executive Committee,’ 
whose duty it shall be to recommend 
to the Board proper stations and 
places for their attention ; to recom- 
mend suitable characters to be em- 
ployed as missionaries ; to diffuse in- 
telligence for the purpose of exciting 
an interest in favour of the Society ; 
and generally to execute the re ‘solu- 





VL EMBER. 
‘may deem expedient. And that they 
be authorized to suggest any thing 
that m: Vv tend to promote the design 
of the Soc lety. 

Where upon, the Rev. Messrs. Allen 
and Montgomery were appoimted., 

In discharge of the duty thus de- 
volved upon them, the above named 
committee proceed to present to their 
brethren of the Church such parts 
of the proceedings of the Board of 
Directors, at its late annual mee ting, 
bee are of a general interest; and of 
| Which the publication will, it is hoped, 
prove gratifying to all who may be 
disposed to co-operate in the import- 
pant designs of the society. 

Previously to the annual meeting 
‘of the Board, a committee had been 
“appointed ‘* to ascertain the most im- 
|portant stations to which our atten- 
tion can be directed for missionary 
| purposes, and make report at the an- 


|nual meeting, for the consideration of 


the Board; and likewise to inquire 
for missionaries, and report the names 
of those they may deem fit for the of- 
fice.” The Rev. Mr. Wemper, as chair- 
‘man of that committee, reported that 








tions of the Board in relation to mis- {letters of inquiry had been sent to 
sions and missionaries. They shall || such persons as i was thought could 
keep minutes of their transactions, | furnis sh useful information on the 
and lay the same before the Board at | points embraced in the above reso- 
every meeting.” lution, and that answers had been 

In pursuance of the provisions of |) received to most of them. These 
the above erticle, the following per- | letters were read to the Board ; and 


sons were elected as the * Execu- | it is thought expedient to publish the 
tive Comimittee:” “hag Kem-| following extracts from several of 


| 
per, Allen, and Montgomery, Messrs, || them: 





Dale, Wheeler, 
president of the society, the Right 
Rev. Bishop of the Diocess, being. 
ex officio, president of the committee, 


and Claxton—the |} 


Extract of a letter fram the Right Rev. Bishop 
Chase, of Ohio. 


‘In answer to your second ques- 
‘tion, I would beg leave to remark, that 











and the Rev. George Boyd, corres- |) Tam acqui ainted with none of the abo- 
ponding secretary, ¢c oficio, a mem- |, riginal tribes but that ofthe Wyandots: 
ber: and at a meeting of the Exe-|/and of them I have great hopes. A 
cutive Committee, June 1, 1822, the || youth fram that nation (about twen- 
following resolution was adopted ; ty-one) is now receiving his educa- 
* That the minutes of the proceed- || tion at my house, and bids fair to be- 
ings of the late annual meeting of the come the medium of much good to his 
Board of Directors, be referred to a Could he be assured of a 


, people. 
eommittee of two, with the view of jsmall stipend, to enable him to devote 
publishing sench parts thereof as they 





‘his attention, first to school-keeping 











1822 Religrons Latel): 
and then to the work of cate hizing 
the youth of hrs tribe. | have hopes 


he 


WOU! j pt 


ep an epporntme it two 
that efiect. Bat our tands, UT fear, 
will be too limited, unless aided by 


the general Society. 

‘ Your third question, | am grev- | 
ed to say. T must answer in the ne 
ii. stlook to the Fast for: 
our own being too few, 


eave, mi 
tlilss.Oaries- 


ilias ! too lew for our own wants, 


any aid could be afforded them in| 

‘ ' 
therr medieent and arduous werk, | 
should rejoice and bless the Lord.” | 


The Bishop concludes with the tol- | 
lowing pudierous remark, ** that it the 
poor congregations, tormed through. | 
out this state, (Ohio. be 


expire for want of the word and sa | 


craments. and thus the harvest which | 
of the population of the country, be 


is ripe be permitted to tall unto the 
earth, there are poor hopes and small | 
encouragement to sow and plant new | 
fiehis elsewhere.” } 


° : . oe , 
Extract from a Jetier of the Res Joseph 


Doddridye 
+ \\ ith the exeeption of the west: | 
ern part ol Pennsylvania, and some 
parts of the state of Ohio, the states | 
aud territories ot the immense regions 
of the valley of the Mississippi have 
been settled mainly by emugrations 
irom those statés ia which, betore the 


revolution, the Church of England 
had a legal establishment. These 


people and their descendants sull re- 
jain most of the distinctive features of 
the character of therr forefathers, 

* A comparison of the statistical 
necounts of the number of the Me- 


thodists and Bapists in the states and |! 


territories in question, with the late | 
census of the United States, willserve 
toshow, that these Societies, although 
numerous, comprehend bat a small! 
portion ot the whole population of the 
country, 

‘*Whatthen is the condition of the 
remaining part of our people, with re- 


gard to religion / 


ciated with any community whatever. 
“Tn all my littl missionary excur- 

sions in the state of Ohio, and the 
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suflered to |! 


They are not asso- |! 


genes Dyumeraac Ino 
western part of Virgina, | have tound 
the state of things every where the 
sume. In every place there exists 
the skeleton of an Episcopalian con- 
that is to say, considera- 


gregation ; 


i ble pile r of people of KE piscopa- 


lian des ent, W ho have not asso rated 


i themselves with any other relious 


f MALY - and these people ire, 
forthe most part, the thhost wealthy and 
the most intelligent part of the popu- 
lation of our country 

* With exceptions of but small ex- 
tent, the whole of the extensive re- 
vrons of the westare betore the bE pts- 
copaliin missionary, as a wide tleld for 
Phe difficulties attendant 
on miking proselytes to anew tuth, 
will not fall to his tot. On the part 
of large and very respectable portions 


his labours, 


will meet with a strong predilection 
in dus tavour; and from none will he 
meet with open and direct hostility. 
The steady and rapid progress of our 


|) Charch of late years, and which, trom 


the very judicious means employed, 
protitses to bre pernuiument, has mide 
astrong and favourable exeitement, 
leven where the voice of her minis. 
try has mot as yet been heard. 

* As to ministers, or candidates for 
the misstonary service, alas! my bro- 
ther, there are none here; the num- 
ber ofour clergymen ts but small, and 

‘they are all tully occupred in their 


respective stations.” 


| Extracts from a letter of the Rev. C. Hanekel, 
| Charleston 


| «Inthe state of Alabama there are 


S.C. April 19, 1822, 
many Episcopalians, who have emi- 
erated there trom the southern states. 
I beheve there is no Episcopal cler- 
gyman amongst them, and | am satis- 
tied that no section of the Umited 
States presents a more interesting 
scene for missionary labours, both as 
it regards the prospect of success, and 
the necessities of the people. 

| “The Rev. Mr. Fowler has lately 
been employed by the Young Men’s 
| Missionary Society of this city, usa 
\inissionary to St, Augustine. 

20 
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Extracts from a letter of the Rev. GT. Chap- 
maw, Lexington, (Ky.) May 4, P22. 
‘The first and most impertant un- 

occupied station is Loursville in the 

state of Keatucky, and on the by inks of 
the Ohio. In this town and in the! 
immediate vicinity, the number of 

E spine opal { mules is prob ibly lar ver 

than in any other part of the weste rn | 

country, and [am personally appriz: | 
ed that a cle ‘rgvman of our Chure h| 
would he received with open arms. 

The Episcopalians constitute the | 

wealthiest and most respectable pi art 

of the community, and | have not the | 
smallest doubt that a missionary of 
popular talents would require no fur- | 
ther aid from the society after the | 
first outfit. | 

“St. Louis as the second place to | 
which | would call their attention, and 
beg leave to state that the Rev. Mr. 
Wood assures me that there ts no) 
doubt of its ability and inclination to 
support a clergyman of our commu-_ 
mion. * * * * - 
The number of Episcopal families is: 
much less at St. Louis than at Louts- 
ville ; but still they are also wealthy 
and highly respectable, 

‘* Nashville, in Tennessee, is the 
third place to which | refer, The 
state is at present entirely destitute 
of the ministry of the Cliureh ; and as 
this is the principal town, having se- 
veral Episcopalian families of great 
respectability, the Society will readi- 
ly perceive the propriety of locating 
a missionary there.”’ 





Extracts from a letter of the Rev. S. Johnston, | 
Cincinnati, (Olno,) May 6, 1822. 

“In the diocess of Ohto, we connt| 
something like forty parishes. Seven 
only are supphed with clergymen. In 
the northern part of the State a mis- 
sionary might be exceedingly useful. 

“A part of the State in which | 
live, called the Miami country, con- 
taining the following towns, viz. Day- 
ton, Hamilton, W imington, Leba- 
non, Zion, Montgomery, has not one 
Episcopal clergymen, and they muster 
about fifty Episcopal families. They 


| 
| 
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! lars among themselves, 


ithe statements of the other 


| gether 








eel or 


DECEMBER. 
leonld afford about two porn dol 

In part pay- 
‘ment of the services of a ze a6 ie mis - 
sionary. There is no quarter of the 
state where, with the divine bless- 


jing, one could be more useful, or 
|where his labours would be more 
jjustly valued. It is greatly to be 


wished that the ‘y may be soon sup- 
plied, as no little exertion is m: iking 
to draw them off from our communion. 

‘In Kentucky, Cynthiana ts vacant. 
and could support a clergyman with- 
out any Frankfort and 
Versailles could probably dothe same. 

* Indiana contains a number of 
Episcopal famthes. In the towns of 
Corydon, Lawrenceburgh, Vincen- 
nes, &c. X&c. a missionary might be 
exceedingly useful. Now is the fa- 
vourable time, 

** Ilinots contains a number of the 
friends of our ‘‘hurch.”’ 

The Rev. Mr. Johnston confirms 
letters, 
with respect to the several important 
missionary localiuies mentioned there- 
in. ‘The letters, from which the fore- 
going extracts have been made, to- 
with several others, relating 
to the same subject, were referred 
by the Board of Directors at its late 
annual meeting to a committee, * to 
take the same into consideration, and 
make report thereon; who accord- 
ingly reported as follows :— 

* The-committee ts of opinion, that 
the state of Ohio deserves the imme- 
diate attention of the Board. ‘They 
notice with great interest the fact. 
that in this state, in which afew vears 
ago no Episcopalian congregations ex- 
isted, there now ts reported to be for- 
ty. The call forthe ad of this Board 
Cousists in this, that but seven of these 
congregations are supplied; and the 
diocess ardently looks to us for aid, 
with assurances that the aid will be 
most gratefully received, and that it 
will prove most beneficial in its ef- 
fect. ‘hey therefore offer the fol- 
lowing resolution— 

“+ Resolved, That the Executive 


assistance, 


5 


— 














ay 


v 


i822. Religious Intelligence — Domest: 155 


Committee be authorized to apply a 
portion of the ; appropriation at there | 
disposal to this object. 

“The Committee is of opinion, | 
that there is a strong and prevailing 
concern throughout large sections of; 
our Church tn tavour of a mission to | 
Atrica. The ‘vy are of opimon, that if! 
an appointment should be made for! 
this object, witha small appropriation | 
of money, funds could be collected in | 
ad of the appropriation, that would | 
in ashort time warrant the de ‘parture | 
of the Missionaries, 

‘They therefore recommend the | 
followine resolution— 

* Resolved, That Ephraim Bacon r 
and wife be. and he ‘reby are , dppointe dj 
as Chatechisis and Teac hove. to serve. 
upon the western coast of Africa 


be authorized to apply a portion of | 
the appropriation at their dis sposal for |, 
this object. | 

‘* The committee has received in- |) 
formation that there is a gentleman |! 
preparing and qualifying himself with | 
a view to service as a missionary on || 
the north-west coast of this continent. | 
The committee recommends that the 
object be kept in view : that the indi- 
vidual be requested to furnish to the 
Executive Committee, the informa- 
tion of which he may be possessed. 

‘* The committee recommends that | 
the Right Rev. Bishop Chase be re- 
quested to furnish additional informa- 
tion in relation to the W yandot Indian, 
who is ina course of educ ition in his 
family ; and to furnish imformation, 
generally, in relation to the Indians 
within the state of Ohio. 

** Resolved, That such sums as the 
Executive Committee may think pro- 
per be applied to aid the sending forth |) 
the Wyandot above mentioned as a 
chatechist and schoolmaster, &c. un- 
der the directions of the Right Rev. | 
Bishop Chase. 
— ** Whereas information has been} 
received that the state of Delaware | 
is greatly in want of the atd of this} 

Soe lety— 


i 
And that the Executive Committee || 
| 





| 
| 
' 





Secretar 
| Board of twelve Managers 


isiovary Association of 


** Resolved, That the Executive 
Commiticee is authorized to apply a 
portion of money at their disposal to 
that state.”’ 

\ Committee previously appoint: 
ed, reported to the Board of Direct- 
ors at tts annual meeting, Plans, for 
an Aunilary socrety—for promoting 
a missionary spirit, and for an aug- 
-and rales for 
the regulation of a Missionary asso- 
ciation; all which were referred by 
the Board to a committee for further 
consideration, who made thereon the 
following report, Which was adopted, 
That the following be 
recommended as the plan of the con- 
stitution for auxiliary societies : 


menotution of the funds- 


> , 
_ ny gol ed, 


Ploniot a Constitution for an! tuwiliary Society 
1 Phos tustitution shall be ealled the Ejpas- 
j i) Missionary Seciety of — —, wusiliar 
to the Domestic and Foreagn Missionary So- 
cet of the Protestant Episeopal Chuareh in 
the Uniied States lis officers shall consist ol 
a President, Vice Presidents, a Seeretary on 
and a Treasurer, together with a 


Every person paying the sam of one dol 


‘lar or more, annually, shall bea member of this 


secety—-or ten dollars or more, atone tome, 
shall constitute hin amember tov lite li shall 


he the privilege of any subscriber to designate, 


hat the time of subscribing, to which of the ob 


jects, domesiuc or toreagu, he wishes his mo- 


ney to be apphed 


3. The Board of managers shall meet as 


loften as they find the business of the soc iety 


vrequires. They ehall have power to Lorm thea 
own by Satin , and generally to conduct the at- 


| fairs of the society, provided they adopt no re 


yulatioos contrary to the constitution ot the pa- 
rept secvety or to the discipline of the Protest- 


haat Episcopal Churel in the United States, 


i. It shall be the duty of the board of mana- 
gers of Uiis Society, to transmit a full report of 
their proceedings to the corresponding seere- 
tary otf the Board of directors of the general 


society, al least one mouth before each annual 
i mecting of the said board, 


Riles for the Re gulation of a Missionary Asso- 


evation. 

The association shall be called the Mis- 
, intended to aid 
the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Socie- 
‘tv of the Protestant Episcopal Chure “h in the 
United States, [or the Auxiliary Missionary 
Soe ety oi . 

The managers of this assoeiation shall be 
ms ted from among the members of the con- 








| gregation [or pn Hm of ——, in the city 


jor parish, or parishes,| of ——, whose duty 
it shall be, as soon after their appointinent as 
inav be convenient, to meet together and elect 
the: r ootheers, 

The mauagers shal) meet as often as they 
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find the business of the society requires: they 
shall have power to make theiw-own by-laws, 
and generally to conduct the affairs of Unis as- 
sociation, provided the y adopt nore rulations 
contrary to the constitution of the parent 
ety or to the discipline o' the Protfsiant bipis- 
copal Church in the United States 

4. It shall be the duty of the Board of ma- 
nayers of this assoctation, to 
ort of their proceed nes to directors of the 
Jomestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Uneted 
States for to the auxiliary So 
they are associated] at least once in every 
year. 


tlhe 
ental & 7 
y with Waien 


(To be continued.) 


OBLTUARY. 


The following obituary of Mrs. Ann Elbertine 
Middleton, consort of Arthur Middleton, ir 
Esq. andonly child of Gea Jovn Po Ve 
of this city, is, with some sieht alteranons, 
taken from the sermon ef the Rey. Wim. 
Hawley, Rector of St. John’s Church 
livered on the occasion of her decease. 


In calling your attention, in the 
conclusion of this discourse, to the 
much lamented death of Mrs. Middle- 
ton, | um well persuaded that I do 
not tresp iss On your patience ; nor 
shall ! call into exercise any feelings 
of sorrow which have not already 
found a place in the bosom of every 
one who now hears me. 

She was indeed lovely and beloved, 
and, while living, merited both all the 
kind feelings& respectful regard which 
all her friends and acquaintance seem- 
ed anxious, by their assiduous atten- 
tions before and during her illness, to 
testify, and at the time of her decease 
the expression of the universal sor- 
row and regret which spread through 
the community at the sad intelligence 
of °° death. 

Few instances of mortality have oc- 
currs:| among us on account of which 
has been so generally manifested, by 
a large and extensive society, as deep 
and sincere mourning for the loss of 
one of its members, as in this melan- 
choly and deeply afflictive event. 

There is something peculiarly in- 
teresting in the coincidence of events 
in regard to hallowed time : the mar- 
riave of ber parents, ber birth and 
funeral, having all taken place on the 
holy Sabbath. 


} ‘ -—s 
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transmit a fall re- | 


COPA * 
a a. | 


DECEMBER, 


From infancy, she grew apink = Ith 
ind strength, and, under the foster- 
ing care of maternal kindness, receiv- 
eda religious education. 

Toamind highly cultivated tm those 
| branches of polite literature common- 








\ly taught in female seminaries, she 
iadded the attainment of engaging and 
|| unaflected manners, mild and obliging 


it . = = . 
| disposition, generosity and kindness 


yy 
‘ot deportment which seldomor never 
| faled to win the esteem and friend- 
ship of all her acquaimtance. 

| Her acquaintance with French and 
Italian showed that her time at school 
had been industriously improved ; for 
she read and spoke the former with 
as much ease and facility as she did 
the English: and her proficiency in 
music and painting proved that she 
possessed a justness of taste and de 
licacy of sentiment far above the or- 
dinary class of scholars in these de- 
. a ry 2 . 
partments. The harp was her ta- 
vourite instrument. 

She also ever cherished a high re- 
gard for the gospel of the Son of God, 
and made it the subject of frequent 
meditation and prayer.* Her en- 
trance into life, shortly after return- 
ing from boarding-school, at the age 
of 16, naturally called into exercise 
all the anxieties of parental solicitude, 
and excited the fond hope that the 
precepts of the gospel, and the admo- 
nitions ol age, would be strictly obey- 
ed, and that she would, by her own 
progress in wisdom and knowledge, 

* Ter early attention to this subject may be 
seen in the following extract of a letter to her 
mother while at Mrs. Grelaud’s school, dated 
Sept. 10, 1817, at Bella Vista, a little out of 
Philadelphia, whither she had removed during 
the summer mouths :—* We meet every Sab- 
bath in one of the rooms in which we sleep, 

| and one of the girls reads the morning service, 
(of the Episcopal Church.) and afterwards 
something in the Bible, as we have no ser- 
mons ; Lam glad you intend to send me some, 
tor I think they will be of use to others as 
wellas myself.” In another letter of March 
following, she observes :—* f read every Sun- 
dav in the Bible and Bible explained. I will 
endeavour to attend well to my religious du- 
. as Tam sure vou will be much pleased to 

ce, When L return home, that L have actended 
to * the one thing needful,’ on which depends 
our present and future happiuess.’ 


tie 
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adorn and unprove the circle m why 
she moved. 
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In early lite, she had been taught | 


daily tn lisp her Maker’s praise, and 
the h formed she 


rroken throneh life. 4 


rtyit mice preserved 


Than itentive 
o this duty . that on her rity 
evening, before lett 
to hand to 
him ou whom she had placed her af 
fections, and who 
her irt, re 
nits, 


wis she f 
taal 
ehoaumber 


her 


she 
surrender her 

ire uly possessed 
ured trom her at 
rated 
nutes fo praver and suppl ation for 
the f the Lord the 
eventful and important step she was 
about to take. 

Reared in the lap of indulgence, 
and by every earthly 
blessing which could heighten enjoy 
ment and render this lite 
happy, she forward, 
ple: ising anticipations, to many years 
of domestic and connubial felie ity. 
But in the unsearchable ways of a 
mystertous Providence, she was call- 
ed to experience the reverse of this 
bright and flattering prospect. The 
Lord, tor wise purpose, cid 
not see fit to grant her this fond de- 
<ire of her heart. He ordained other 
things for her, even painful trials and 
acute sufferings, prepuatory to her 
dismission from this vale of tears to 
brichter manstons on high. Ere the 
quick revolving period of one year 
had taken its Gight, a dark and por- 
tentious cloud arose, hung over ber 
dwelling, and threatened the destruc - 
tion of all her earthly hopes. 

All the powers of medical skill, 
and all the efforts of unwearted hu- 
man exertions, with fervent prayers 
and floods of tears, could avail no- 
thing in arresting the progress of the 
disease with which she was afflicted, 
and in turning aside that fatal blow 
which consigned her to an early grave. 
For eicht long and tedious weeks did 
she | = witb great fortitude, and tn 
the latter part of her illness with 
Christa. resignation, the most pain- 
ful and severe sufferings which sel- 


‘ 
hie =iid 


tenda and conser ifew nu 


blessing oO pon 


surrounded 


bhisstul and 
look« d 


some 


with | 


fill to the lot of apostate hu- 
mamity in this hfe to endure. 

en as | hay c mentioned, she 
itways entertained a high regard 


tor rehyion, and attended to mamy of 


hy il 


| its dutves with great punctuality, yet 
‘not until after her sickness did she 
‘seriously enter into its spit, and 
‘make a full surrender of her heart to 


Nes 


rod, 


Liven then the Lord appears 
to have carnmed on the work ot grace 


in her heart gradually. Shout this 
jume, she commumeated to her mo- 
ther her fived determination, that, on 


‘the event of her recovery, 


y, she would 
devote herself to the 
and that she anx- 
to the time 


uoreservedly 
of religion, 
looked forward 


Cause 


iously 


owhen,in company with her dear mo- 





“7 ther, 


| 
F 
| 


| 
| 


his aged father. 


| 
j 


ither, 


iby herselt, 








in the house of the 
Lord, contess her Saviour betore the 
world, and publiely deelore, at his 
holy table, that her hope and trust 
was in him alone for her present and 
everlasting welfare. 

Perceiving from day to day the 
increasing anxiety of her friends, and 
seeming to anticipate the issue of her 


she pught, 


‘sickness, that it would probably ter- 


minate her temporal existence, she 
called to her mother’s recollec tion 
ithe sacrifice of Isaac, an only child of 
When asked whether 
he acted right in thus offering his 
‘only son, she re plie ‘dl, ‘certainly it was 
ithe evidence of his faith, on account 
of which God blessed him.’ 

She frequently engaged in prayer 
sometimes with her mo- 
and was fond of uniting with 
her pastor, at her bed side, in suppli- 
cating the mercy of heaven before the 
throne of grace, and of pleading for 
the pardon of her sins through the 
all atoning blood of the Son of God. 

A few days previous to her de- 
cease, she expressed an earnest de- 
sire to commemorate the dying love 
of her Saviour, by receiving the sym- 
bols of his body ‘and blood in the sa- 
crament of the Lord’s supper. But 


in consequence of her extreme weak- 
it was deferred until it was too 


ness, 











lie 


late ; but we have reason to hope. 
that ere this she has set down at the 
marriage supper of the lamb, im th» 
immediate presence of her dear Re- 
deemer. 

In answer to the question whether 
she was willing to commit her soul 
into the hands of her Saviomr, with- 
out the least hesitation she replied in 
the affirmative, and declared that she 
loved him more than her husband or 
any earthly connexion, and that he 
was precious to her soul. Amid the 
the agonies of dissolving nature, a- 
mong the last words she was heard to 
express, was this comforting sentence, 
‘God tempers the wind to the shorn 
Jamb.”’ Although her sufferings were 
great, and her trials many, yet, like 
the mild beams of the setting sun, 
which calmly die away on the fading 
vision, she sunk to rest, and expired 
without a struggle or a groan. 

Alas! the place that once knew her 
shall know her no more. A few 
months since, and with her all was life 
and gaiety. The sound of the viol and 
the harp was recently heard through 
those apartments where now all is si- 
lence, gloom, and sadness. In afew 
fleeting months, the bridal robe has 
been exchanged for a shroud. The 
festivities of the joyful occasion turn- 
ed to mourning, lamentation, and woe. 
fn slow and solemn procession we 
have followed her youthful remains 
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another world, resting on the bosom 
of her coffin, and laid together in the 
same grave.* 

In this sight, to every feeling heart, 
there was something beyond descrip- 
tion affecting, and rendered the scene 
peculiarly solemn and _ interesting. 

To this may be added the circum- 
stance, that in consequence of her 
feebleness after the birth of her child, 
it was deemed advisable not to com- 
Municate to her the death of her little 
i babe, who survived but a few hours, 
jand which she never saw after its 
birth, What must have been her 
jagreeable surprise, and the increased 
transport of her joy, on entering the 
abodes of bliss, to find there her re- 
\joicing cherub waiting her arrival, 
,and ready to welcome its mother to 
ithe mansions of glory. 

The testimony, too, of love and re- 
gard, in such an hour, is the more 
| pleasing, as it can never be repeated. 
To witness the household servants, 
with whom she had grown up, and 
to whom her character was well 
known, voluntarily pressing through 
the crowd, and strewing the place of 
her repose, and covering her coflin, 
with the fading flowers of autumn, and 
with falling tears and mournful sighs 
taking a final farewell of her sleep- 
ing dust, was calculated to move to 








*Since her death, on looking over a volume 
lof Harvey's Meditations, which she had some 











to the tomb, the place appointed for 
all the living. 

We have seen her, who a little 
while ago was the companion of our 
social hours, the object of a kind 
husband's fondest affections, the only 
child of doating parents, whose earth- 
ly hopes and temporal happiness 
greatly depended upon her continu- 
ance with them, vanish, as it were, 
before oureyes. We have seen her 
whose prospects in life were every 
thing that thé human heart could 
reasonably desire, in the morning of 
her days, consigned to the abode of 
death, and with her tnfant child, who 
bat a few days before led the way to 


| time previously been reading, a number of very 
|interesting and striking passages have been 
found marked with her pencil, peculiarly des- 
i criptive of her own situation and exit. They 
ifikewise serve to show her thoughtfulness on 
‘the subject of death, and are calculated to af- 
iford much comfort to the mourning relatives 
‘and friends. Our room will only permit us to 
make one extract: 

| Consider this, ye mourning parents, and dry 
up your tears; why should you lament that 
‘your little ones are crowned with victory, be- 
fore the sword is drawn or the conflict begun, 
| Perhaps the Supreme Disposer of events fore- 
saw some inevitable snare of temptation form- 
ing, or some dreadful storm of adversity im- 
‘pending ; and why should you be so dissatisfied 
‘with that kind precaution, which housed your 
rteasant plant, and removed into shelter a ten- 
der flower, before the thunders roared ; before 
che lightenings flew ; before the tempest pour- 
od its rage? O remember! they o#e not Jost, 
‘but taken away from the evil to come.” 




















ee 


weeping the hardest heart. But 


so it is. She is gone, and gone 
forever. Her destiny is sealed for 
eternity. The Lord gave, andthe 


Lord hath taken away, blessed be the 
name of the Lord. She has no doubt 
been taken from the evil to come, and 
ere this has seen the goodness of the 
Lord in bringing it to pass, 

Those who once watched over her 
infant years, and joined in the scenes 
of her childhood, to whom, as she 
rose into life, all her rising virtues, 
and every opening grace, increased 
her worth and endeared her more 
closely to their hearts, will not soon 
forget the sad hour of her departure 
hence. 

Soon, very soon, all who now hear 
me, as well as he who now addresses 
you, will follow her to the chamber of 
death and to the judgment bar of God. 

May God sanctify this bereavement 


to you all, more especially to those | 


with whom she was connected, and 
render it the means of leading them 
to embrace, with all their hearts, that 
Saviour who is the friend of sinners, 
and who now calls to them in a loud 
voice, * Be ye also ready.” 





ON THE DEATH OF MKS. ANN E. MIDDLETON. 
“ God tempers the wind to the shorn lamb.” 


The will of heav'n is done! the struggle’s o'er! 
And Hope, that hover'd long, deludes no more; 
But wafts the Spirit on her wings away 

From doubt ad darkness, to eternal day. 
Immortal there, she never can deceive— 

No hearts are sever'd there, no bosoms grieve: 
There must we cast * the anchor of the soul,” 
And leave the billows rouud the earth to roll. 


When ghastly pestilence is stalking round, 

And sweeping thoughtless thousands to the 
ground ; 

When War's resounding chariot thunders forth, 

And Battle’s slaughter strews the blushing 
earth ; 

When gallant ships, on poisou'd breezes borne, 

With drooping streamers to our shores return ; 

We give them but « transitory sigh, 

And merely own the truth that all must die. 

But when we see the black funereal bier 

Prepared for one, to all so justly dear ; 

When so much loveliness and virtue dies ; 

When such a spirit claims its kindred skies: 

Deep to the heart the painful tidings come 

And the dread truth with double foree strikes 
home. 

We see our hopes and pride to ruin hurl’d, 

And keenly feel how worthless is the world. 
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| Ob! earthly hepe, bow Caubless is thy emile! 

Ob! human skill, bow vain thy constant tol | 
tiow inenfiicient every aid below 
To soothe aneh deep, nnutterable wo! 

j Vet there is one, whose never-failiag love 

Is seat ia angel-visits from above— 

Whose outktretch’d arm, that deals the high 

be heat, 

Relaxing, fold the suffversto his breast ; 
| Pillows the waended it aotthy there, 

And an<wers, ere ‘tis breath'd, the mourners 
prayer, 

Tostils this trath, the best that man can know, 
, That nought worth loving has its home below ; 
| That when he takes our treasure to the wky, 
Tis but to fix the affections there on high ; 


! 








| 
| 


And that, ofall the blessings he has given, 
The first, and greatest, is the hope of beavep 


THE BABE OF RBETATENEM, 


Written on Christmas Five 

| Thou infant of Bethlehem! poor lonely stran- 
ger, 

Feeble and friendless, thy birth-place a stall, 

/ Thy mantle all lowly, thy cradle a manger: 

Thou intant of Beth bem, art—God over all. 


Hark! ‘tis the anthem of angels attending, 
Shouting to shepherds glad tidings of joy ; 
Hail! to the infant in meekness descending, 
Well may thine advent our praises employ. 


Hail! infant of Beth hem! thou God of sal- 
vation, 

Blest author of mercy, thy coming we greet; 

And with angels, the wise, and the strong of 
each nation, 

Bring an offering of welcome to lay at thy feet. 


Weeome, infant Saviour, with our tribute of 
blessing ; 
We come “— our hearts, with oug hives, with 
our all ; 
While our anthems thy fulness of glory ex- 
ressing, , 
We will crown Bethl’hem’s infant—the Lord 


over all. 


Let thy word, glorious Saviour, the light of 
thy star, 

Break the bondage enslaving our sin-fettered 
world, 

And the children of darkness be brought from 
afar, 

To the banner of mercy in Beth!’hem unfurled, 

Georgetown, Dec. 25, 1821. 





Theological Institutions. 








It has been our intention for some 
time past to bring to the notice of our 
readers a very interesting and able 
pamphlet, on the subject of the Theo- 
logical Institution of Virginia; but 
our time has been so occupied with 
other matters, that we have delayed 
it far beyond what we could have 
anticipated. 
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“In our next we proposé'to give to |{ An address and prayer by the Bishop; 


it all the attention which our limited } the laying of the stone : 


pages will allow. 7" 


it is with 
we have Jearnt the flattering success 
which has attended the exertions of 
the Church in Sateen: in regard | 
to this rising i t Williams- | 
burgh. 1 

In Jess than one half of the State, 
the amount raised for this purpose 
exceeds cleven thousand dollars. 

The Kev. Reuel Keith has, we | 
understand, been appointed professor, |) 
and the attention of students of Theo- } 
logy is already turned to this seminary |! 
of learning. 

The Seminary in New- ay un- 
dep, the direction of Bishop Hobart. 
is, we are informed, in successful | 
operation, and will commence its ses- | 
sion this season with upwards of! 
twenty students. 

The Maryland Institution, recently 
established in this place, while it has | 
met with considerable opposition, ap- 
pears to be daily gaining the appro- 
bation of the public. In the county 
of Prince George’s, about five thon- 
sand dollars has been subscribed, 
which makes the amount already 
raised upwards of seven thousand 
dollars. 


a — 
The first Bell erected in the City 





in Frederick county, Maryland. 





of Washington and devoted to the 
purpose of calling together a Christian 
Congregation for public worship, was 


im the belfry of St. John’s Church. 
It is fromthe Boston foundry, is well 
toned, and weighs nearly one thou- 
sand pounds. 

New Church. 

Oa Thursday, the 17ih inst. 
corner stone of a new church, 
called St. Matthew’s Church, 
laid by the Right Rev. Bishop White, | 





to be |! 


at the junction of Schuylkill, North j 


Fourth and George & Powell streets, 
in Francisville, uear this city. The 
order of the ceremony was as follows : 


work will be 50 cents ; 


the || C—n. 
isal, will probably : appear i our next. 
{will be continned, 
was | Memoirs of a Minister, G. B. on the Divinity 


afew verses 
of the 34th I’salm Sung, and an ad- 


peculiar gratification that dress delivered by the Kev. Mr. Allen, 


Rector of St. Paul's Church: the 
whole concluded with the benedi: tion 
of the Bishop. This church is the 
result of the exertions of the Pfote-- 
tant Episcopal Association of Penn 
township, under the direé@tion of Rev. 

Norman Nash, employed by them as 


Missionary in that neighborhood. 
( hin ron R- 


Worthy of Imitation. 

A Nady in Connecticut has transfer 
‘red to the Domestic and Sesion 
| Mission: ry Society of the Protestant 
Lpise opal Church, bonds e xpected to 
produc e one Pk a ai le Ts, 





Avxalis iry Soerty, 

We are glad to learn that a society, 
auxili ary to the Domestic and Foreign 
Missionary Society, is about to be or- 
ganized in one of the congregations 
We 
cannot but hope that the friends of 
our Zion, who regard with commis- 


eration her waste places, will all tura 


their attention to this subject. 





Jesus Christ and him Crucified. 

The Rev. Mr. Allen, Rector of St. 
Paul's, of this etty, (Philadelphia, ) is 
about publishing several Sermons. 
upon the important doctrines of the 


| Atonement, the Trinity, and Divini- 
ity of Christ, designed asa manual on 
placed on the 30th of November last |! 


The price of the 
and it is pat 


thus Jow for the purpose of promoting 


these subjects. 


its general circulaliom—C, Record, 


a 


To Correspondents. 
The second paper of F. Wy the third of &. 
and the Glories of the Church Univer- 
Also, 


as our room will admit, 


fet Christ, Phil. B. on Hosea, and Viator. 

Nostre bor the Translator, Pastor, and O. have» 
been received and will obtain an early inser 
tion. P.K.on depravity, Nostrebor on search- 

ing the Seriptures, G. B. on the worship of 

God, anda 5 is before a Bible Society, ave 

under considerati: 


- we 








